
I would like to voice my concern over the proposed rule that would require VRS interpreters to hold

RID national certification.  As a video relay interpreter, I strongly agree an advanced level of

certification should be mandatory for all VRS interpreters.  The demands of video relay interpreting

require an extremely high level of skill.  I do not; however, feel national certification should be the only

standard by which interpreters are measured.  I live in Missouri and hold a level five comprehensive

state certification.  I have been interpreting for 19 years and have worked in the field of video relay

providing a high level of service to callers for the last five.  I was also tested by Sorenson before

being hired and have been observed on the job by my center director repeatedly over the course of

the last five years.  To say I must now also be tested by RID is completely redundant.  I have chosen

not to acquire national certification to this point because the test is cost-prohibitive.  This begs the

question if RID is pushing for this rule to pass for the good of VRS consumers or their own financial

gain.  Due to the extreme conflict of interest this poses, the undue burden it would place on

interpreters, the redundancy of requiring yet another test and the devastation it would cause to the

industry by greatly reducing the pool of interpreters available to provide services, I urge the FCC not

to adopt this new requirement.  


