
To Whom It May Concern at the FCC and DOJ Antitrust Division; 

 

I strongly urge the FCC and the DOJ to deny Big Red’s deals with the cable cartel. The cross 
licensing agreements between Verizon Wireless and the cable companies is already rightly 
being investigated by the DOJ to determine if they threaten competition. Such a strategic set of 
partnerships is anti-competitive and this is collusion pure and simple. The threat to competition 
and threat of monopolistic pricing may be greater here (in the cross licensing agreements) than 
in the spectrum purchase. The nationwide reach of wireless networks and consumer demand 
for mobile resources opens up a whole new profit potential for Comcast and Time Warner. At 
the same time Verizon gets to offer programming that makes the company’s network a more 
attractive option, particularly if it can undercut competitive pricing. I am filing these comments in 
the relevant FCC proceeding (docket number 12-4).   
 

 I suggest once the FCC has reviewed these deals to see whether they violate the agency’s 
existing spectrum screen or not that the FCC and Justice Department both oppose these deals. 
It is also worth noting that depending on how much spectrum Verizon Wireless might shed, 
there may be only one potential buyer AT&T Inc., which has stayed out of the fray so far, 
probably because it equally has big plans now that its $39 billion merger with T-Mobile has 
rightly been killed.   

 

As T-Mobile USA works on its migration path from 4G based HSPA+ to LTE and Sprint migrates 
its 4G WIMAX network to LTE the FCC should implement and enforce rules requiring 700 MHz 
Interoperability so 4G LTE Apple iPhones & iPads bought from AT&T or Verizon Wireless can 
work on the other carrier’s network and smaller carriers too. That way you don’t have to buy a 
made for AT&T iPad or iPhone if you have AT&T that’s incompatible with Verizon Wireless and 
Sprint nor do you similarly have to buy a made for Verizon Wireless iPad or iPhone incompatible 
with AT&T or Sprint. Also strong AWS Service Rules supportive of interoperability with some 
interoperability requirement no matter how minimal is a must.  

 

Thanks for considering my comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Maneesh Pangasa 

Cc: Rick Kaplan, FCC Wireless Bureau Chief rick.kaplan@fcc.gov  

Julius Genachowski, FCC Chairman Julius.genachowski@fcc.gov 



U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division antitrust.complaints@usdoj.gov  


