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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
MOUNT PLEASANT 

Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Attention: DisabilityRights Office, Room 3-B431 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Case Identifier CGB-CC-0680 

To the Office of the Secretary: 

MAY 8 X 2012 

FCC Mall Room 

Pursuant to the Public Notice (CG Docket No. 06-181) dated April 2, 2012 and being in receipt of your 
letter dated April 5, 2012 First Baptist Church (FBC) is responding to the best of our knowledge based on 
the guidance contained therein. 

FBC filed petition to the FCC in a letter dated February 22, 2006 (see attached copy, unsigned by 
complete in its content). This letter is being submitted to affirm that the information provided in our 
previously submitted petition is still accurate and up-to-date. 

There has been no material change in the financial resources available to FBC for the purposes of 
procuring closed captioning as described in point #3 of the original position. In addition, there has been 
no change in the Provider or Owner of the programming as described in point #2 of the original position. 
Finally, we find points #1, and #4-6 to remain accurate as well. 

Based on the timely submission of this affirmation of the original petition,· we trust you will find us to 
remain in compliance, qualifying for an exemption to the Corr..mission's closed captioning requirements.· 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 

AFFIDAVIT 

Rtsee\wd & lne.,-d 

t'AY a X zou. 
FCCMaURoom 

PERSONALLY came and appeared before me, the undersigned Notary, the within 

named WILLIAM C. ROBINSON JR., who is a resident of CHARLESTON County, State of 

SOUTH CAROLINA, and makes this his/her statement and General Affidavit upon oath and 

affirmation of belief and personal knowledge that the information presented in this petition for 

the exemption of First Baptist Church from the Federal Communications Commission closed 

captioning requirement is true and correct to the best of his knowledge: 

-t\ 
DATED this the ~- day of Apr~\ , 20 JZ-. 

~----~~~ 
SWORN to and subscribed before me, this the j.ai:: day of Y21 ~ , 20 &__. 

My Commission Expires: 

~-li,~Oo?b 

~fl.~_) NOTPUBLIC , 



February 22, 2006 

Federal Communications Commission 
,445, 12'11 Street, SW 
\Vashington, DC. 205"4 

Tq Whom lt May Concem: 

Received & Jnepaeted 

MAY 8X 2012 

FCC Mall Room 

First Baptist Church (fBC) is filing this petition to the Feqeral Communications Commission (FCC) for 
exemption from the closed captionhtg requirements, found in section 79.1 oftheCommission's rules, 47 
C.F.R. § 79.l, for weekly telecast of our Sunday service. First Baptist Churril1 believes that complim1ce 
with tlw closed captioning requirement represents an undue burden, as defined in section 79J(f) of the 
Commission's rules, 47 C.P.R. § 79.I(f). 

This petition addresses six points in the petition for e,Xemption as outlined by the FCC: 

1. The nature ,a.nd cost of closed cl:lptionhlg fot· tlie program. A tecent internetseal'ch ofcompru1ies 
providing closed captioJliilg serv~ces fo.und that most hac! fees<of ov~r $30Q/ week. Two companies 
wete identified that pi'ovicled necessary setvicesatlower,cost. 

a. VITAC, 4605 Lanke.shim aivd., Ste. 250, North Hollywood, CA 91602. $240 I week, 
b. GPC, 1010 Rockville P.ike #306, Rockville, MD 20852. $293/week, 

E"'1nail notes from salesrepr~sent~tives o.fbo~h co~11paniesare attached. 

2. The impa¢t of' clo$bd cnptiotiing on the opci·ation of the pr'oVidl!r or ptograiu own~r: 
a. Provider. Our 11 :QO AM service .is taped every. Sunday and edited by Thursday of the same 

week by.a voluiiteer, who is a: member ofFBC. The edited tape is deJivel':ed to a local station 
WBCD-TV, channel 2, for airing the following Stltiday. Iil order to continue taping with a one 
week delay and to have 3 days<to add program captioning, the vollmteer would need to complete 
editing on Monday. The volumee1· is un~bl~to provide editir1g within 1 day oftaping. 

b. 0\vnet;. FBC does ndt h~t,/e resources to hire m1 individtntl to edit the taped program within I 
day. Delaying the telecast for 2 weeks, would be suboptimal since-topics .are often time.. 
se11Sitive. rot example. the ·S,ennon series leading up to Christmas and Easter would (:)e less 
relevant if delayed b).i 2 weeks. Given the multiple demands on the FJ3G, budget, which includes 
local, regicma), and intematipnal ministries, we do not have an additional $12,480 to pay for 
closed captioning services. 

3. Fh1ancial resources oftbc J>l·ovidet or prog!·am owner. FBC received tithes and offel'ingdtirirtg 
cal~ndm· year 2P06which totale~ $1,648,813. Then;! isn()t a distdbutor of our program. WBCD,.TV, 
Channel 2 did not solicit and airs the· program for FBC as a service each week for $75.0 per mutual 
agreement by signed contract. 

4. The type of o.peratiq.ns of th~ provider or prog1·axn ownc1·. FBC is a local church dedicated to 
sharing the Gospel message of eternal life through Jesus Cl1rist and helping people understanci and 
apply His Word, the Bilile, in daily life. To advance this Great Commission, FBC is CLU1'ei1tly in the 
process of developing a 2nd campus with an esti.mated cost of $7,500,000, which will present a 
significant challenge to our budget. While most of our work is in the local c,ommunity, \Ve support 
statewide~ regional, national, and intematiomil missions with 1 Oo/o ofour budget. 



.· 

s~ Any a:,;ailable nltcrnatives that might ~OJ1SthJlte ~l rcasona,ble .. · ~ubstitute for the ~Io:scd 
c~ptionipg requh·emcnt~; i1iclt.fding buflH)f limited to, text or graphic display.oftlle, contentoJ 
fhe>~uciio portiQit oftl1e program.11ting. The scripti.tre and senno1T 1iotes each'weekare projected on 
scteens oh either side of the pulpi~,, The qamera frequently :focuses on the projected script1Jre and 
sermon notes for a period oftilne which is adequate for i·eading :hY the viewer. This practice will be 
con_tinued for the durAtion of our sermon telecast · 

6. Other factors the petitioner de.ems r•elcvant to the Commission's fin.al determination, FBC has 
not and wtll not solicit funds from viewers· ofthe sermon telecasts~ We· proVide the telecast se1·vice as 
one expression of ot.lr love for d~e. community and our de~ire for them to k11ow Jesus and His 
abundant live message. In recent months, we have church member volunteers tl1at .staff telephones 
during the telecast to talk O:iid pray with listeners that have heeds. In the telecast and teleph011e 
support ministries, our aim is to sl1are the message ofhope freely. We do 1iot ·solicit funds; We have 
learrted.that our services .are viewed .by those with physicaJ limitations, transportation problems, or 
other limitation_s that preventtheni from participating in local church services. 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTYOF CHARLESTON 

AFFIDAVIT 

PERSONALLY c~un~ f!nd appffared before m~. the q:nd~rsigned Notary, the wiPiin 

named BRENT M. EGAN, who is a resident of CHARLESTON County, State of SOUTH 

CAROLINA, andmalces this his/her statement and General Affidavit upon oath and affirmation 

of belief and personallmowledge that the iitfornmtion.presented in this petition for the exemption 

of First Baptist Church ffortt the Fecie1;ai Con1nlunications Cbnitnission closed captioning 

requirement is true and correctto the best of his knowledge: 

DATED this the __ day of ______ , 20 __ 

Signature of Affiant 

SWORN to and subscdbedbefore 111e, this the __ day of _______ , 20 __ . 

NOT MY PUBLIC 

My CommissiOil Expires: 


