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Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Attention: Disability Rights Office, Room 3-B431 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Sirs; 

Re: Petition for Exemption from Closed Captioning Requirements 
CG Docket No. 06-181, CGB-CC-1176 

We have received your notification requesting additional information regarding our 
request for exemption for closed captioning programs produced by Message For Today. 

The following information and documentation will support and strengthen our request for 
exemption due to the economic burden this will create on Message For Today. In fact, 
you will see from our current financial statement that we are struggling to maintain our 
current level of service to our viewers. I am confident after your review of our financial 
position and our supporting documentation that you would agree we are not able to 
provide closed captioning. 

We are providing the two additional pieces of information that you requested to make 
your final determination for exemption: 

1. Verification that we sought additional sponsorship sources or other sources of 
revenue for captioning, and with the unsuccessful assistance, we do not otherwise 
have the means to provide captioning. 

2. A written sworn statement under oath supporting our position. 

1. Verification 
We are including a letter that was sent to our church members explaining the new 

outreach work of Message For Today. In that letter (attached) we explained the current 
plans for outreach and also asked for financial assistance. The pledge card included with 
that letter (attached) indicated four areas that members could request their funds be used: 

1. Bible study project 
2. Development of an on-line bible course 
3. Air time costs (which would include cost of air time and closed captioning) 
4. Any area we felt it was most needed. 

This letter was sent to over 200 of our current church members in February, to 
date we have received financial assistance from eight members totaling $5,185.00. Of 
that amount, $3,500.00 was designated specifically for bible study project, $600.00 for 
air-time costs and the remaining $1,085.00 was designated to use at our discretion. 

We are also including our current financial statement to help you to understand 
our dire financial position. We are struggling to keep this fledgling outreach program 
alive as it now operates. Requiring Message For Today to provide closed captioning 
would require the Board of Directors to make a very difficult decision. 



Our first petition included responses back from our partner stations indicating 
they are unable to provide closed-captioning assistance. We also included the cost of 
captioning from a provider and the explanation of how that would not be economically 
feasible. Two month's later with a current financial statement of under $3,500.00 I can 
assure you that if we are required to provide closed-captioning at the rate quoted to us, 
we would certainly have to stop broadcasting and focus our ministry in other areas 
without the use of television. We are asking for your understanding in our request to 
obtain an economically burdensome exemption. 

2. Sworn statement under oath and notarized. Please see below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Message For Today 

I certify under this written sworn statement, under oath, that all information provided in 
· letter d s pporting documentation is accurate and true. 

Dale Morrison, 
PO Box 10253 
319-329-7780 

Dated: Lf- 2 s--A.o~ Z-

STATE OF IOWA 
LINN COUNTY 

) 
) ss.: 

DEAN F. SCHRADER 
Commission Number 171378 

MyComm. Exp. /'O-ot-rt./ 



AFFIDAVIT OF DALE MORRISON 

I, DALE MORRISON, being first duly sworn, depose and state: 

1. I am the DIRECTOR at MESSAGE FOR TODAY, in CEDAR RAPIDS, 
IOWA. I am over the age of21. 

2. I have reviewed the Petition for Exemption for Closed Captioning 
Requirements filed on behalf of MESSAGE FOR TODAY, and, upon 
information and belief, believe the statements regarding our organization 
and MESSAGE FOR TODAY to be true and accurate. 

~TSAYE~HNOT. 

DALEMORRI 

SUBSCRIBED TO AND SWORN 
before me this if day of t\p rt \ , 20 11.. 

Notary Public 
DEAN F. SCHRADI!R 

Commission Number 171378 

My Comm. Exp./ II-\\ I- ltf 



Message For Today 

February 20, 2012 

Greetings Friends, 

It is hard to believe that Message For Today has been on the air in Iowa City, Cedar 
Rapids, Waterloo and Dubuque now for 6 weeks. We hope you have had a chance to 
view some of the programs on Sunday mornings at 8:00a.m. on KPXR/ION. Check 
your local television listings for channel line ups and tune in next week. 

__ As,weJla'L~Watched the programJb.t:Uastfew_weeks_we areJindjng thlr:lgsthat need-ID-
be done to try and improve the overall aesthetics of the program. We are just getting 
started and doing what we can with a limited budget. God's message is plain and 
simple in itself and if presented with His love, people will hear it and be lead to Him. We 
also need to remember that the Iowa City church is graciously allowing MFT to record 
the Sabbath morning church service for the program. We are first the "Iowa City 
Church" and second MFT. We are working together to create a viewer friendly platform 
with some changes taking place in the coming weeks. Keep watching and praying for 
the ministry of MFT. 

: dHe thought thai we believe is natural to have _as we begin this· ministry ~n· TV and \ 
radio, "Is anyone out there watching or hearing the broadcast?" We have had limited 
advertising exposure up to this point. We have been repeatedly told that it can take 3-6 
months to see any results. Well, good news! This past week we received our first 2 
Bible School requests from the TV program! One request was from Cedar Rapids and 
the other from Washington, Iowa. Praise God, His word is being heard! It was quite an 
exciting day when we received these requests 

What is next for Message For Today? The Board of Directors sees MFT as a ministry 
which can be used by other SDA churches in year-long evangelism efforts around their 
communities. When presented to the Iowa-Missouri Conference, they accepted this 
ministry and encouraged us to move forward in this directi.on. Today, we are excited to 
tell you we have partnered with 2 churches. We will be working with the Ottumwa, Iowa 
and Kirksville, Missouri SDA churches for the next 12 months. On February 5 the radio 
program will begin on KBIZ 1240 AM in Ottumwa, Iowa and on February 12 the TV 
program will begin on KYOU FOX 15 Ottumwa and Kirksville. Along with the radio and 
TV programs we will be mailing out Bible Study request cards in each community. We 
will also be providing and sharing in several church and community outreach programs 
during the year, concluding with evangelistic meetings. 

The~e churches are excited about the opportunity to have.a ministry come to them and 
parther with them for a year-long series of events to share God's good news in their 
communities. 

P.O. Box 10253 • Cedar Rapids, IA 52410 • www.messagefortoday.org 



What does MFT have planned for the next 2-3 months? 
1. Start the radio and TV programs in Ottumwa and Kirksville 

2. New Bible Study request cards designed, printed and mailed to Iowa City, 
Coralville, North Liberty, Ottumwa, and Kirksville communities. We are planning 
to mail out approximately 55,000 cards! 

3. Continue to improve and develop programming 

4. Finish the new Message For Today website www.messagefortoday.org 

5. Create the "ONLINE" Bible Study course to be used on the website. This has 
proved to be a difficult process from the programming standpoint. Time and cost 
for development of this is high, but we feel that to be as effective as possible we 
need to have the studies online. Please pray for this area of ministry, especially 
that God will open the doors and provide the resources for this project. 

In closing, I want to ask for your prayers. As we make plans for this coming year we 
know chaUenges will coma up that we will need to face and with His pr~sence and 
leading we will become conquerors through Him. We know that God will continue to 
lead each of us as we commit ourselves to Him. 

We do have another request for you today. When we met with the small church group 
in Kirksville they expressed a strong desire to share God's truth with their community. 
However, as their congregation is small, funds to support these projects are limited. 
They decided to step out in faith and watch God provide for this outreach. 

As you can imagine, there are considerable financial commitments associated with the 
projects we have shared with you. The Bible study cards and mailings are 
approximately $5,000.00. Two radio and television broadcasts for the next 12 months 
will run about $32,000.00. This does not include supplies and materials for the Bible 
School or the expenses that will accrue In providing for the other outreach programs. 
The good news is, at this point most of these costs have already been covered by very 
generous donors. 

Please pray for these smaller churches as they begin their outreach opportunities. If 
you should feel impressed to partner with one of these projects, please look over the 
enclosed card, check the box of the project you wish to support, and mail your gift and 

------.-c~anJ d-Hin-the-return envelope. -------

We thank you for your support and prayers. We know God is leading Message For 
Today as we share His message of love. 

-

~L_ 
Dale Morrison 
Speaker/Director 



I Want To Partner With Message For Today 
Please use my enclosed Partnership donation for: 
__ Kirksville, MO Bible Study Project 
__ Ottumwa, lA Bible Study Project 
__ Development of an online Bible course 
__ Air time costs for Iowa City, Cedar Rapids, Waterloo & Dubuque 
__ Please use my Partnership in the area you feel is most needed 

__ Th-e enclosed gift ·is a one-time Partnership of$ __ 
__ I want to be a moothly Partner with· MFT $. ___ _ 
Name: 
Address: --------------------------------
Email: _______________________ _ 

__ You may email future Message For Today updates to me 



Since 1968 

December 16,2011 

Pastor Dale Morrison 
Iowa City Seventh-day Adventist Church 
1007 Rider St 
Iowa City, IA 52246 

Dear Pastor Morrison, 

Concerning the request to partner with your ministry to fund closed captioning for your 
television program, Message for Today, Select Religious Broadcasting does not participate 
in this funding. 

Please contact us if we can he of further service. 

· erely, ::2 
"-"~~/ 

Bill Crews, Jr. 
~!ltst fi!liglgus Brgids;astlng 5frvh:eey 
Executive Director of Ministry Marketing 
Office: 864-58S..o470 ext. 108 
Direct Line: 864·208·9988 
I;!UI@sel'*rotldcastins.om 

A Service of Bible Study Time, im:. 

P.O. Box 1714 • Spartanburg, SC 29304 e Phone: 864·585·0470 e Fax: 864·583·7946 e www.seledbroadcasting.org 



From: Elrod, Mike [mailto:melrod@kyoutv.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2011 9:00 AM 
To: Dale Morrison 
Subject: RE: Closed Captioning 

Hello Mr. Morrison, 

In response to your request for assistance in closed captioning your 

weekly program, KYOU will not be in a position to offer assistance. 

Thanks 

Michael Elrod 
General Manager 
KYOU FOX -15 
820 W Second St 
Ottumwa, lA 52501 
Phone: 641-684-5415 
FAX: 641-682-5173 



0 I • 

Dale Morrison 

From: 
Sent: 

, To: 
Subject: 

• Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Categories: 

Hi Dale, 

Constance Carlson [ccarlson@vicaps.com] 
Wednesday, December 14, 2011 12:12 PM 
dale@morrisonapp.com 
Closed Captioning Your 30-minute Show 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Red Category 

Good speaking with you! Video Caption Corporation would be pleased to assist you with the closed captioning 
of your 30-minute weekly show. As I understand it, you would supply the video to us on DVD. Our deliverable 
to you would be a Closed Caption Master (Basic Roll-up Style Captions) authored to DVD. 

Pricing: $235 per show (discounted) 

Price includes transcription, captioning (Basic Roll-up Style Captions), DVD authoring, and disc stock. Our 
standard turnaround is 3 business days. Faster turnarounds, including same day, are available at additional 
charge. As a regular client, we will waive rush fees on your occasional need for 2-day turnaround services and 
significantly discount faster turnarounds and other services. Shipping and handling of your DVDs are 
additional. 

Dale, we would truly be honored to support "Message for Today" with its needs for captioning! I know you'd be 
100% delighted with our services, including the quality of our work. Your captioning will be completely 
accurate and the captions will be perfectly timed to your shows. 

Please call me if you have questions - I will follow up with you early next week. 

Best regards, 

Constance 

Constance Carlson 
Vice President, Sales & Marketing 



MESSAGE FOR TODAY 

Financial Report . . 

~~:~;:,~~llfi~~~;~;ai~~~o~ ~ ~ ~ =~~F~~~~nt -~ ~~P~~~~~.o~ ~~~i~~~o~ 
11/8/2011 !personal donation 500.00 1,000.00 

11/27/2011 !Dale Morrison- laptop ! 1,000.00! 0.00 

2/10/2012 !KXIC- 5 airings- Jan. 700.00! 12,236.41 
2/13/2012 !KPXR- 4 airings- March , 620.00! 11,616.41 

4 3 2012 !personal donation ! ! 20.00 2,674.05 




