
To Whom It May Concern:

I am concerned about the possible repercussions of this proposal that all VRS interpreters hold RID

certification.  It is limited and does not guarantee any level of consumer satisfaction.  As an NIC

Master certified interpreter, I humbly say that I am not always the most qualified for every call with

which I am involved.

The guiding principle for the RID Code of Professional Conduct tenet 4.0, Respect for Consumers,

states, ?Interpreters are expected to honor consumer preferences in selection of interpreters and

interpreting dynamics, while recognizing the realities of qualifications, availability, and situation.?

Those realities are:

1.	Every interpreter who is RID certified is not always qualified due to the numerous dynamics

recognized in the tenet. 

2.	It is not always the RID certified interpreter who is the preferred choice for consumers. 

3.	As much as the profession has grown, there are still interpreter shortages in most every arena,

including VRS, and I would like to see more being done to collectively increase our interpreting

abilities rather than limiting our future and the opportunity for consumers to have their needs met.

My concern is that if this is adopted then the importance of using professional discrimination is at risk.

The proposal implies that holding RID certification trumps all other influences on measurement: skill,

setting, consumer needs, communication mode, content, staying abreast of evolving language use

and trends, cognitive disabilities of consumers, foreign sign language, emerging language ability or

lack of formal language of consumers, all of which are challenges mentioned in the RID Code of

Professional Conduct.  This should not be! There has to be options for all parties involved in the

communication process.

I will continue to encourage RID certification. I am appreciative of the RID certifications I have earned

and recognize the benefits they have brought to my career.  But I am also appreciative of those

interpreters without RID credentials who are at times the better interpreter for the job.

Regards,

Shirley Scribner

NIC Master


