
So much for Net Neutrality.  AT&T has a solution for users frustrated 
with tiered data pricing (preventing them from downloading to their 
hearts content). AT&T CEO Randall Stephenson said content providers 
want to pay for consumer access, which means "toll free'' data plans are 
a likely development in the next 12 months, Fierce Wireless reported 
today.  Stephenson said the plans would exclude certain types of 
content from counting toward a customer's monthly data allotment. 
He made the statement at an investor conference. 

The problem is independent content providers won’t be able to 
afford to pay these toll and users accessing their content will have to 
pay – and may choose not to access the content then. AT&T is 
indirectly blocking access to some content in this manner. Even 
when content providers do pay for users the fee will be indirectly 
passed on to the consumer by the content providers. AT&T CEO 
Randall Stephenson also said regardless of the government’s 
blocking the T-Mobile USA merger consolidation in wireless has to 
happen and will naturally occur. Consolidation may be good for 
AT&T, Verizon Wireless and their Wall Street investors but 
amounts to a consumer nightmare. Please deny the Verizon 
Wireless SpectrumCo transactions and investigate AT&T and 
Comcast NBC for Net Neutrality violations.  Also implement 700 
MHz interoperability rules. 

 

For more on AT&T’s proposal read http://news.cnet.com/8301-
1035_3-57445641-94/at-t-ceo-says-toll-free-data-plans-coming-
soon/?tag=mncol;editorPicks 


