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To: The Commission 
 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF THE DECT FORUM 

 

The DECT Forum submits these reply comments on the Public Notice (PN) in the above 

captioned proceeding.1   

I. ORIGINAL COMMENTS OF DECT FORUM 

In its original comments the DECT Forum encouraged the Commission to return the 

1915-1920 MHz block to the UPCS band.  This viewpoint is based on growth of the UPCS band, 

which suggests that in a growing number of locations more channels will be needed.  The growth 

of other unlicensed bands and their dominate usage will place increasing pressure on reliability 

                                                 
1 Service Rules for Advanced Wireless Services in the 2000-2020 MHz and 2180-2200 MHz Bands; Fixed 
and Mobile Services in the Mobile Satellite Service Bands at 1525-1559 MHz and 1626.5- 1660.5 MHz, 1610-
1626.5 MHz and 2483.5-2500 MHz, and 2000-2020 MHz and 2180-2200 MHz; Service Rules for Advanced 
Wireless Services in the 1915-1920 MHz, 1995-2000 MHz, 2020-2025 MHz and 2175-2180 MHz Bands,Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking, Notice of Inquiry, FCC 12-32, WT Docket No. 12-70, ET Docket No. 10-142, WT Docket 
No. 04-356 (Mar. 21, 2012) (“Notice”). 
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sensitive applications to find operating spectrum that is interference protected and which can 

provide assured connectivity.  The DECT Forum believes the UPCS band is the best option for 

this important class of applications and deserves the bandwidth to support the growing needs of 

these devices. 

II. THE USE OF 1915-1920 MHZ AS A GUARD BAND IS CONSISTENT WITH ITS 
REALLOCATKION TO THE UPCS BAND 

Alcatel-Lucent, AT&T, TIA and CTIA, have all filed comments expressing the belief 

that the 1915-1920 and 1995-2000 MHz blocks are needed as guard bands.  The DECT Forum 

believes that this view is consistent with the reallocation of the frequency block to the AWS 

band.  The UPCS band has successfully served for many years as a guard band between the PCS 

band uplink and downlink.  Reallocation of the 1915-1920 MHz block to the UPCS band 

simultaneously allows it to serve as a guard band while also serving a useful purpose as 

unlicensed spectrum. 

In their comments Alcatel-Lucent, AT&T, TIA and CTIA stated: 

Comments made by Alcatel-Lucent 

“The proposed alternative of shifting the AWS-4 Uplink band 5 or 10 MHz is 

unwarranted and not advised. Alcatel-Lucent is not aware of any FCC-certified 

products in the upper H Block (with an operating frequency from 1995 to 2000 

MHz). As long as the 2000 to 2020 MHz block is for uplink service and the PCS 

band below 1995 MHz is for downlink, the H Block likely will not be well used, 

much like the 1915 to 1920 MHz block. These guard bands are just that, bands 

used to guard primary services with little capacity for TDD services.”2 

 

                                                 
2 Comments of Alcatel-Lucent, WT Docket No. 12-70, filed May 17, 2012. 
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Comments made by AT&T 

“The Commission should address these concerns by shifting the AWS-4 uplink 

band up by five megahertz. Additionally, because of substantial interference risks 

posed by the introduction of mobile services to the 1915-1920 MHz and 1995-

2000 MHz H Block, this spectrum should be preserved as a guard band.” 

…… 

 “In addition to any other measures taken to protect PCS, the Commission should 

preserve both the lower and upper H Block (1915-1920 MHz and 1995-2000 

MHz, respectively) as guard band spectrum.”3 

 

Comments made by TIA 

“Furthermore, additional restrictive technical rules on the PCS community will 

certainly raise equipment costs, and potentially decrease battery life. If the bands 

above 2000 MHz are allocated for uplink, TIA believes that the 1995-2000 MHz 

should be allocated as a guard band between MSS and PCS, leaving the 1915-

1920 MHz portion of the H block between the duplex gap available for unlicensed 

PCS services.”4 

Comments made by CTIA 

“Allocation of 1995-2000 MHz as a guard band will help mitigate interference 

that is introduced by placing the PCS G Block Base Station transmitter at 1990-

1995MHz, adjacent to the ATC Base Station receiver at 2000-2020 MHz. 

                                                 
3 Comments of AT&T, WT Docket No. 12-70, filed May 17, 2012. 

4 Comments of TIA, WT Docket No. 12-70, filed May 17, 2012. 
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Furthermore, additional precautions may be necessary if a 5 MHz guard band 

does not provide sufficient separation between PCS and MSS ATC operations.” 

“The 1915-1920 MHz AWS H Block has presented challenges because of 

interference concerns that a guard band of 5 MHz is likely insufficient protection 

to avoid interference. The lower part of the H Block, at 1915-1920 MHz, has 

posed a potential interference threat to unlicensed PCS (UPCS) devices (e.g. 

cordless phones) operating at 1920-1930 MHz, and as a result concerns about 

interference from H Block devices to UPCS devices were raised. Partly in 

response to these concerns, the Commission modified Part 15 of its rules 

governing the operation of UPCS devices to both avoid interference and to make 

more efficient use of this spectrum, as well as permit new advanced applications 

such as Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) and other Internet-based services.”5 

 

We find these views to be consistent with our own recommendations.  With the right 

services rules this frequency block can serve both as a guard band and provide a needed 

operating band in the UPCS band for high reliability services. 

III. UTAM LIABILITY IS RECOGNIZED 

The DECT Forum is well acquainted with the debt created by the original clearing of the 

1910-1930 MHz band.  DECT members paid half of these costs to UTAM as part of gaining 

their FCC equipment grants to operate in the UPCS band.  Having that precedent as a successful 

model, we believe a comparable and mutually satisfactory arrangement can be developed to 

funding the liability allocated to this frequency block.  However, care will be required to insure 

                                                 
5 Comments of CTIA, WT Docket No. 12-70, filed May 17, 2012. 
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that the outstanding liability remains an obligation conveyed to those who eventually benefit 

from this block and is not redistributed back the current UPCS block, where the current users 

have already paid their obligation. 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

The DECT Forum believes there is a consensus in the comments filed in this proceeding 

which is consistent with our own position and therefore continue to encourage the Commission 

to return the 1915-1920 MHz block to the UPCS band.  The growth of the UPCS band makes 

clear that in a growing number of locations will need more channels to support high density 

applications.  In particular the deployment of DECT ULE sensor, instrumentation and control 

systems will create high density applications that require the additional bandwidth made possible 

with the 1915-1920 MHz block.   

We thank the Commission for the opportunity to provide these comments. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
DECT FORUM 
 
 
 

By: ____ ____________ 
 for the DECT Forum 
 Andreas Zipp 

       Chairman of the DECT Forum 
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By:   
_________________ 
 for the DECT Forum 
 Ruth Wilson 

       Deputy-Chairperson of the DECT Forum 
 

 
June 1, 2012 
 


