June 5, 2012

Marlene Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
334 12th Street, SW

Washington, D.C.

Re: Notice of Ex Parte; WC Docket Nos. 10-90, 07-135, 05-337 and 03-109, GN Docket No. 09-51, CC
Docket Nos. 01-92 and 96-45, WT Docket No. 10-208; Connect America Fund, a National
Broadband Plan for Our Future, Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange
Carriers, High-Cost Universal Service Support, Developing a Unified Intercarrier Compensation
Regime, Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Lifeline and Link-up, Universal Service
Reform - Mobility Fund

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 10" Betty Buckley, Executive Director of the Washington Independent Telecommunications Association,
Dale Merten of Toledo Telephone, Rick Vitzthum of Tenino and Kalama Telephone, Steve Appelo of Wahkiakum
West and Arnie Haynes of Rainier Connect met with Angie Kronenberg, legal advisor to Commissioner Clyburn,
to discuss the impact of USF/ICC reform.

WITA and its members reported continued challenges with call termination and phantom traffic. In addition to
the unacceptable impacts on customers these access avoidance practices reduce the amount of revenue
available to small companies. As a result ICC reductions are being calculated on what these companies are
currently receiving and not on what they should be receiving if all calls were completed with the appropriate
routing information. Some companies are unable to bill for more than 80% of their incoming long distance calls.

The group also noted that recent changes to the regression challenge have benefitted companies which serve
extremely high cost areas, not all cost factors have been taken into account. This includes soil types in the
Pacific Northwest and future adjustments to caps.

Ms. Kronenberg explained that while waivers may address some of these concerns, waivers will only be granted
to companies with failing voice systems.
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This ex parte is being filed late due to an inadvertent error.

WASHINGTON INDEPENDENT
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

By:
Betty S. Buckley, Executive Director
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