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June 5, 2012

Marlene Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
334 12th Street, SW

Washington, D.C.

Re: Notice of Ex Parte; WC Docket Nos. 10-90, 07-135, 05-337 and 03-109, GN Docket No. 09-51, CC
Docket Nos. 01-92 and 96-45, WT Docket No. 10-208; Connect America Fund, a National
Broadband Plan for Our Future, Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange
Carriers, High-Cost Universal Service Support, Developing a Unified Intercarrier Compensation
Regime, Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Lifeline and Link-up, Universal Service
Reform - Mobility Fund

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 10" Betty Buckley, Executive Director of the Washington Independent Telecommunications Association
(WITA), Dale Merten of Toledo Telephone, Rick Vitzthum of Tenino and Kalama Telephone, Steve Appelo of
Wahkiakum West and Arnie Haynes of Rainier Connect met with Carol Mattey, Lisa Gelb, Travis Litman, Steve
Rosenberg, and Rich Hovey of the Wireline Competition Bureau along with Margaret Daily of the Enforcement
Bureau to discuss continued problems with call completion and the impacts of USF/ICC reform.

WITA members reported some of the preliminary results of the recent NECA call completion tests.
Unfortunately the date of these tests was common knowledge and therefore the results may not be an accurate
reflection of the extent of the problem. Additional tests will be run in the near future but will not be publically
announced. Company data shows that in some areas more than 80% of long distance calls are received without
sufficient information to bill access charges. As a result, planned reductions in ICC are being based on
artificially low numbers and not on what companies would be receiving if certain long distance carriers were
not utilizing access avoidance strategies.

FCC staff graciously spent a great deal of time reviewing what they believe will be the long term outcome of the
regression analysis. However, despite recent improvements WITA members still believe that certain critical
factors, such as soil type, remain unaddressed and could result in fewer funds for legitimate costs. Additional
uncertainty has been created by the proposal to reduce caps after 2013. The result is that Washington RLECs
have halted or delayed broadband deployment for fear that insufficient cost reimbursements and artificially
reduced access fees could force some small rural companies into bankruptcy. The waiver process will not help
with this problem as waivers will only be granted to companies which are experiencing failures in their voice
services.
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This ex parte is being filed late due to an inadvertent error.

WASHINGTON INDEPENDENT
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

By:
Betty S. Buckley, Executive Director
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