
Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
 
       ) 
In the Matter of     ) 
       )  
Review of the Emergency Alert System;  ) EB Docket No. 04-296  
       ) 
Independent Spanish Broadcasters    ) 
Association, the Office of Communication  ) 
of the United Church of Christ, Inc., and the   )  
Minority Media and Telecommunications   ) 
Council, Petition for Immediate Relief  ) 
       ) 
Randy Gehman Petition for Rulemaking  ) 

 
 

WITHDRAWAL OF PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 

The American Cable Association (“ACA”) hereby withdraws its Petition for 

Reconsideration, filed April 20, 2012 in the above referenced docket (“Petition for 

Reconsideration” or “Petition”).1  ACA timely filed the Petition for Reconsideration on April 20, 

2012, seeking adoption of a streamlined waiver process for systems with fewer than 501 

subscribers that require relief from the June 30 CAP Compliance deadline due to a lack of the 

physical broadband Internet connection necessary to receive CAP-formatted EAS messages.2  

The Petition for Reconsideration, however, was not published in the Federal Register until June 

                                            
1 In the Matter of Review of the Emergency Alert System; Independent Spanish Broadcasters 
Association, the Office of Communication of the United Church of Christ, Inc., and the Minority Media and 
Telecommunications Council, Petition for Immediate Relief, Randy Gehman Petition for Rulemaking, EB 
Docket No. 04-296, American Cable Association Petition for Reconsideration (filed Apr. 20, 2012) 
(“Petition for Reconsideration”). 
 
2 Petition for Reconsideration at 2; Federal Communications Commission Receives Petition Filed by 
American Cable Association for Partial Reconsideration of the Commission’s Emergency Alert System 
Fifth Report and Order; Announces Schedule for Pleading Cycle, EB Doc. No. 04-296, Public Notice, DA 
12-834, fn. 3 (rel. May 25, 2012) (“Public Notice”) (acknowledging timely filing of Petition for 
Reconsideration). 
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8, 2012, initiating a comment cycle that ends July 3, 2012.3  It is now apparent that the comment 

cycle for the Petition for Reconsideration will extend beyond the June 30, 2012 EAS CAP 

compliance deadline.4  Therefore, it is no longer possible prior to the CAP compliance deadline 

for the Commission, if it were to rule favorably on the request, to establish the streamlined 

waiver process permitting very small system operators to avoid seeking waivers pursuant to 

process established in the EAS Fifth Report and Order.5  As a consequence, the Petition for 

Reconsideration cannot now result in meaningful relief for ACA member companies and, from 

ACA’s perspective, it is therefore moot.  Accordingly, ACA withdraws its Petition for 

Reconsideration to focus its attention on helping its member companies with the requirements 

set forth in EAS Fifth Report and Order. 

  

                                            
3 Petition Filed by American Cable Association for Partial Reconsideration of the Commission’s 
Emergency Alert System Fifth Report and Order; Announces Schedule for Pleading Cycle, EB Docket No. 
04–296, 77 Fed. Reg. 33995 (June 8, 2012) (Federal Register notice establishing pleading schedule for 
Petition for Reconsideration with comments due by June 25, 2012, and replies due by July 3, 2012). 
 
4 47 C.F.R. § 11.56(a) (adopted in In the Matter of Review of the Emergency Alert System, Fifth Report 
and Order, 27 FCC Rcd 642 (rel. Jan. 10, 2012))(“EAS Fifth Report and Order”). 
 
5 Petition for Reconsideration at 6-7 (requesting a streamlined waiver process for systems with fewer than 
501 subscribers that do not have broadband Internet connectivity at their headends). 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

By:   
 

Matthew M. Polka 
President and CEO 
American Cable Association 
One Parkway Center 
Suite 212 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15220 
(412) 922-8300 
 
Ross J. Lieberman 
Vice President of Government Affairs 
American Cable Association 
2415 39th Pl, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 494-5661 
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