
 
              June 12, 2012 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 

Re:  Carriage of Digital Television Broadcast Signals: Amendment to Part 76 of 
the Commission’s Rules, CS Docket No. 98-120 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On June 11, 2012, I spoke telephonically with Dave Grimaldi, Chief of Staff and Legal 
Advisor to Commissioner Mignon Clyburn, to discuss the above-referenced proceeding. 
 

Consistent with NCTA’s comments, I discussed how allowing the dual carriage rule to 
sunset will free up valuable cable capacity for other services that benefit consumers, such as 
improved broadband and carriage of additional niche and HD programming.  I noted that while 
some must-carry stations may no longer be carried in analog format, all such stations will 
continue to be carried in digital format on the Basic Service Tier.   
 

To receive a digital must carry station for viewing on an analog television set, cable 
customers in “hybrid” (digital and analog) cable systems need only install a digital set-top box. 
Cable operators have made clear that they will make low-cost digital converter boxes available to 
analog customers, enabling them to view digital signals on analog televisions, and that they will 
provide appropriate notice to customers of the availability of such equipment.  Finally, I noted 
that NCTA filed a letter that same day regarding the adequacy and availability of Digital 
Transport Adapters (DTAs). 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       /s/ Rick Chessen 
   
       Rick Chessen 
 
cc:   Dave Grimaldi 


