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COMMENTS OF THE 
NATIONAL CABLE & TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION 

 
The National Cable & Telecommunications Association (NCTA)1 hereby submits 

comments in support of the petition for waiver filed by the Consumer Electronics Association 

(CEA) in the above-captioned proceedings.2  NCTA urges the Commission to grant CEA’s 

request for a limited waiver of the advanced communications services (ACS) rules for Internet 

Protocol (IP)-enabled television sets and digital video players.  Grant of the waiver request for 

devices that are primarily designed for non-ACS purposes and that are manufactured prior to 

                                                            
1  NCTA is the principal trade association for the U.S. cable industry, representing cable operators serving more 

than 90 percent of the nation’s cable television households and more than 200 cable program networks.  The 
cable industry is the nation’s largest provider of broadband service after investing over $185 billion since 1996 
to build two-way interactive networks with fiber optic technology.  Cable companies also provide state-of-the-art 
competitive voice service to more than 23 million customers. 

2  Consumer Electronics Association Petition for Waiver, CG Docket Nos. 10-213 and 10-145, WT Docket No. 96-
198 (Mar. 22, 2012) (CEA Petition). 
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July 1, 2016, is consistent with Congressional intent and the Commission’s rules, and would 

serve the public interest.3 

Under section 14.5 of the Commission’s rules, waiver may be granted for a class of 

similar services or equipment that are not designed or marketed primarily for their ACS 

capabilities.4  As CEA stated in its waiver petition, IP-enabled television sets and digital video 

players are designed primarily for accessing video content rather than for using ACS.5  Although 

this equipment may also allow consumers to access ACS capabilities, the marketing materials 

and manufacturers’ statements supplied by CEA convincingly demonstrate that the primary 

purpose of these devices is displaying video content.6 

Furthermore, CEA limits its waiver request only to IP-enabled television sets and digital 

video players that are manufactured before July 1, 2016.7  As CEA notes in its petition, this date 

is less than three years from the final date by which the ACS rules are to take effect on October 

8, 2013.8  The three-year waiver period corresponds with the expected product lifecycle of the 

IP-enabled equipment and does not extend to equipment that is manufactured after July 1, 2016.9  

Finally, CEA has demonstrated that grant of the requested waiver would serve the public 

interest by promoting the development and availability of ACS to consumers through multi-use 

                                                            
3  NCTA filed a similar petition seeking limited waiver of the ACS rules for IP-enabled set-top boxes.  National 

Cable & Telecommunications Association Petition for Waiver, CG Docket Nos. 10-213 and 10-145, WT Docket 
No. 96-98 (June 1, 2012).  The Commission should put NCTA’s petition out for comment as soon as possible so 
that it can be considered concurrently with the other waiver petitions filed in this docket. 

4  47 C.F.R. § 14.5. 
5  CEA Petition at 8-10, 15-16. 
6  Id. at 8-9, 15. 
7  Id. at 7-8, 13-14. 
8  Id. at 2 n.4. 
9  Id. at 7-8, 13-14. 
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equipment.10  It is also consistent with Congress’s intent in the Twenty-First Century 

Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010 that the Commission use the waiver 

provision to balance increased ACS accessibility with the ability of providers and manufacturers 

to innovate in their development and offering of new services to consumers.11  Therefore, the 

Commission should grant CEA’s and other similar, limited class waiver requests to allow 

providers and manufacturers to continue to innovate and provide improved services and 

equipment to consumers.      

         Respectfully submitted, 
 

       /s/ Rick Chessen 
        
       Rick Chessen 
       Diane B. Burstein 
       Jennifer K. McKee 
       National Cable & Telecommunications 
                                                                                         Association 
       25 Massachusetts Avenue, NW – Suite 100 
June 14, 2012      Washington, D.C.  20001-143 
 

                                                            
10  Id. at 10-12, 16-18. 
11 Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-260, 124 Stat. 

2751 (2010) (as codified in various sections of 47 U.S.C.) and Amendment of Twenty-First Century 
Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-265, 124 Stat. 2795 (2010) (making 
technical corrections to the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010 and the 
amendments made by that Act); see also H.R. Rep. No. 111-563 at 26 (2010) (“[A] device designed for a 
purpose unrelated to accessing advanced communications might also provide, on an incidental basis, access to 
such services.  In this case, the Commission may find that to promote technological innovation the accessibility 
requirements need not apply.”) . 


