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UNO RADIO GROUP PETITION FOR TEMPORARY 
WAIVER OF 47 C.F.R. §11.56 (CAP OBLIGATIONS) 

 
Uno Radio Group is the licensee (through affiliated entities Arso Radio 

Corporation, Turabo Radio Corporation, Madifide, Inc., Uno Radio of Ponce, Inc., and 

Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation, collectively “URG”) of  eight (8) FM Stations and six 

(6) AM stations all licensed to communities on the island of Puerto Rico. 

URG seeks a temporary waiver of Section 11.56 of the Commission’s Rules 

regarding monitoring for, receiving, and processing Common Alerting Protocol (“CAP”) 

formatted messages (the “CAP Rules”) with respect to its broadcast radio operations. 

This request for temporary waiver is necessitated by an unexpected delay in delivery of 

equipment necessary for compliance. URG ordered the equipment and received initial 

confirmation of its order on May 11th, 2012, with original delivery date of June 15th, 

2012. Since that time, the equipment vendor has advised that due to shipping issues and 

overwhelming demand, delivery of the ordered equipment will be delayed.  The delayed 

delivery date promised by the equipment vendor is now late July/early August, 2012, and 

once the equipment is received, it will be installed, tested, and made operational 

promptly. At that time, URG will notify the Commission that it is in compliance with 

Part 11 and that the temporary waiver is no longer needed. 

 

 



Background 
 
In the Fifth EAS Report & Order,1

 the Commission required Emergency Alert 

System (“EAS”) Participants to utilize EAS equipment that can receive and transmit 

messages in the EAS format called the Specific Area Message Encoding. The deadline 

for such compliance, as established in the Fourth EAS Report & Order, is June 30, 2012.2 

In order to receive and transmit CAP-formatted messages, URG needs to install a CAP-

to-EAS converter to work in tandem with URG’s existing equipment.  URG exercised 

diligence in placing an order on May 11th, 2012 for the CAP-to-EAS converter that would 

be delivered in sufficient time to install and test the new equipment prior to the 

implementation deadline. Unfortunately, URG has been advised by the equipment vendor 

that delivery of its order has been delayed until early August, reportedly due to the 

large number of other EAS participants ordering such equipment for delivery at roughly 

the same, as well as additional delivery obstacles associated with the delivery of 

equipment to Puerto Rico. 

Waiver Request 
 

URG meets the applicable Commission standards for the requested waiver.  The 

Commission may waive its rules for good cause shown.3   The Commission may also 

exercise its discretion to waive a rule where particular facts would make strict 

compliance inconsistent with the public interest, and grant of a temporary waiver would 

not undermine the policy served by the rule.4   URG has acted with diligence and in 

compliance with its obligations as an FCC licensee in making a good-faith effort to 

comply with the Commission’s deadline of June 30th, 2012.  But for the equipment 

vendor delays because of the geographic distances and also caused by a rush of orders 

from other EAS Participants also making a good-faith effort to comply with the 

                                                
1 Review of the Emergency Alert System, Fifth Report & Order, 27 FCC Rcd. 642 (2012) 
(“Fifth EAS Report & Order”). 
2 Review of the Emergency Alert System, Fourth Report & Order, 26 FCC Rcd 13710 
(2011) (“Fourth EAS Report & Order”). 
3 47 C.F.R. § 1.3. See also Northeast Cellular Telephone Co., L.P. v. FCC, 897 F.2d 
1164, 1166 (D.C. Cir. 1990) (“FCC has authority to waive its rules if there is ‘good 
cause’ to do so.”) 
4 See WAIT Radio v. FCC, 418 F.2d 1153, 1159 (D.C. Cir. 1969), aff’d, 459 F.2d 1203 
(D.C. Cir. 1972). 



Commission’s deadline, URG would have completed installation and testing of the CAP-

to-EAS converters well in advance of June 30th, 2012. 

URG believes that good cause exists for granting its requested temporary waiver. 

Due to the current urgent demand for CAP-to-EAS converters with other vendors, URG 

does not have a practical option other than to wait for its ordered equipment to be 

delivered by its selected equipment vendor.  Grant of URG’s request for temporary 

waiver would not undermine the Commission’s public policy goals. URG is compliant 

with current EAS obligations and will continue to maintain its legacy EAS equipment 

while awaiting delivery, installation, and testing of the CAP-to-EAS converters. 

Emergency alerts will continue to be distributed; they merely will not be received in the 

soon-to-be-updated manner. In light of URG’s current compliance and the expected 

short-term nature of the delay in its compliance with the CAP rules, a temporary waiver 

of 47 C.F.R. §11.56 is warranted. 

 
Conclusion 

 
For the foregoing reasons, URG respectfully requests the Commission grant its 

Petition for Temporary Waiver.  A Declaration of Luis Soto attesting to the foregoing 

facts together with a copy of the initial Order Confirmation for the equipment from 

URG’s equipment vendor are attached in support of this requested waiver. 

 
      Respectfully Submitted 
 

       
________________________ 

      Anthony T. Lepore, Esq. 
      Counsel for ARSO 
      P.O. Box 823662 
      South Florida, FL 33082-3662 
      954.433.2126 (Tel) 
      anthony@radiotvlaw.net  
 
      June 19, 2012 
 



DECLARATION OF LUIS SOTO 
 

 
1. My name is Luis A. Soto and I am President of Arso Radio Corporation, Turabo 

Radio Corporation, Madifide, Inc., Uno Radio of Ponce, Inc. and Caribbean 
Broadcasting Corporation, collectively known as Uno Radio Group (“URG”) 

 
2. I declare under penalty of perjury that the facts contained in the foregoing Petition 

for Temporary Waiver are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 
information and belief after reasonable inquiry, that the Petition is well grounded 
in fact, warranted by existing law, and not interposed for any improper purpose. 

 
3. Attached hereto is a copy of the order confirmation from URG’s selected 

equipment vendor showing the date when URG ordered the CAP equipment. 
 

 

 
 



EXHIBIT “A” 
Order Confirmation 

 
 


