
To FCC Commissioners Genachowski, Clyburn and McDowell:

<br />

<br />Letter to the FCC &minus; March 02, 2012

<br />

<br />Easing of Media Ownership Rules

<br />

<br />I welcome the opportunity given to me as a Citizen to provide input into this discussion.  I reside

outside a very small Central Texas town, and write to you as an individual with no direct ties to the

Television or Newspaper Industry other than as a consumer.

<br />

<br />I have been witness to the steady increase of ownership of our media over the years by large

Corporate entities, consolidating to such a point that only a handful now control the majority of our

news and programming.  And with this trend, I have also witnessed a very selective narrowing of both

the coverage of events as well as programming.  It appears that Corporate control has resulted in

less choice and less diversity.  It is obvious that owners are, in many cases, using their media

platform as an avenue to dispense their own agendas and interests.  I have seen and heard not only

outright propaganda and biased coverage, but warped reporting of factual information?filtering,

manipulating, and even censoring stories to conform to an ownership stance.  In essence what we as

consumers hear, watch and read through the media is being controlled by fewer and fewer.  Diverse

viewpoints and honest journalism and reporting is becoming an endangered species.

<br />

<br />Any move to relax ownership rules that allow companies to own and control both newspaper as

well as television or radio stations in the same local market is a move to allow monopolies, and this is

a dangerous move.  Monopolies provide the tools for manipulation, control and power over an

audience.  It would open the doors wider for take&minus;over and the demise of independent media,

and minority owned media, both which struggle and are under&minus;represented now, as it is.  We

can not lose the independent voice.  We can not continue to lose good, honest, unbiased journalistic

reporting nor access to creative, innovative writing, film and the arts, in general.  We can not afford to

lose diversity, nor competition, nor voice, nor choice.

<br />

<br />I took some time to inform myself about the FCC?it?s mission, it?s reason for being, it?s

strategies and goals.  Amongst these are:?.to foster innovation, to offer a competitive framework  by

which consumers have a meaningful choice?.and to adopt media regulations which must promote

competition and diversity.  The FCC is to foster avenues of consumer protection, local competition,

public safety and homeland security. 

<br />

<br />With consideration of all of the above, I find that any move toward allowing consolidation of

ownership of media platforms would be in conflict with FCC?s stated goals and mission, and not in

the best interest of the American People.  I felt I needed to let my small voice be heard, here, as there



is too much at stake and too much to lose.  The Corporate voice is well funded and strong, but it is

not right that it write the rules.

<br />

<br />Carol Tate

<br />Bandera Texas

<br />

<br />Regards,

<br />

<br />CAROL TATE

<br />United States of America


