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Before the 
 Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
 

In the Matter of )  
 )  
Petition for Waiver of FY 2012 Form 471 )  
Application Deadline ) CC Docket No. 02-6 
 )  
Big Stone City School District )  
Big Stone City, South Dakota )  
 )  

 
Petition for Waiver 

 
 The Big Stone City School District (“Big Stone City” or “District”), SLD Entity # 134117, files 

this Petition for Waiver of the FY 2012 E-rate Form 471 Application deadline, with the assistance of 

the South Dakota State E-rate Coordinator, to request that its Form 471 Application be considered 

timely filed and in the filing window. 

 The District has 115 enrolled students ranging from preschool through eighth grade, and 

they are located in one school building.   The District personnel do not have any resident expertise 

or familiarity with E-rate, and in fact has only received E-rate funding in 1998, 1999 and 2009.  The 

district does not have the funds to hire an E-rate consultant and is intent on learning the E-rate 

program rules.  

 With the encouragement and assistance of the State E-rate Coordinator, the District posted 

a form 470 application on February 21, 2012, the very last day that this form could be filed where 

there would still be enough time to wait the required 28 days and submit the Form 471 application 

by the March 20, 2012 deadline.  Unfortunately, because the District personnel were inexperienced 

with E-rate requirements, the District did not timely file the form 471 application.    As soon as the 

District discovered this oversight, they contacted the State E-rate Coordinator who assisted them 

with preparing a paper Form 471 application that was mailed to the SLD with a postmark date of 
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April 5, 2012.1

 Believing that they had to wait until they received an “out of window” letter from the SLD, 

the District did not submit this waiver request to the FCC immediately.  Upon learning of the FY 

2012 E-rate filing deadline waiver order issued by the FCC on May 22, 2012 at DA 12-796 

(Anderson Elementary School Appeal), the Applicant realized it was not necessary to wait to 

receive the formal letter from the SLD before submitting this Request for Waiver. 

  The Form 471 application was submitted 15 days after the deadline.  The Applicant 

is unsure whether the application has been data entered at this time.  The SLD’s online system 

shows application # 875869 in an incomplete status with a certification date of April 5, 2012.  This 

application appears to be the one that the District mailed to the SLD on April 5, 2012. 

 This District has very limited financial resources and has requested funding of $2,104.51 for 

telecommunications services.  Although this amount is modest, the receipt of these funds would be 

very helpful to ensuring that the students in this district receive the best education possible. 

 The Big Stone City School District respectfully requests that its Form 471 application be 

moved to “inside the window” and processed by the SLD for funding in FY 2012. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_/s/ Christopher Folk   
Christopher Folk 
Business Manager 
Big Stone City School District 
655 Walnut Street 
Big Stone City, SD  57216 
605-862-8108 (voice) 
605-862-8640 (fax) 
christopher.folk@k12.sd.us Email 
  

Dated:  June 21, 2012 

                                                             
1 The State E-rate Coordinator had emergency surgery on March 22, 2012 and was unavailable for 10 days 
thereafter.  As soon as the State E-rate Coordinator returned to work, this matter was promptly addressed. 
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