
I am categorically opposed to the Verizon Wireless/Comcast/Time Warner, et al "deal" to cross

market each other's services.  This is blatant market collusion with the goals of curbing competition,

protecting market share, and essentially price fixing.  Indeed, in anticipation of this agreement,

Verizon has already ceased new deployments of its FIOS service, reducing competitive pressure on

the cable companies.  I see no benefit to either consumers or the nation in approving this agreement.

It removes incentives to compete in virtually all areas in favor of maintaining a status quo in market

share, establishing a virtually uniform pricing structure, and limiting incentives to actually improve and

expand their respective networks.  In actuality, this deal could be looked upon as the first step in

creating another "too big to fail" entity having a similar effect on the nation's broadband infrastructure

as the large investment banks have on the country's financial system.  I respectfully urge the FCC to

oppose this proceeding which is anti-competitive in nature and will result in increased costs for

consumers and little benefit to the nation.


