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On February 10, the FCC issucd s Fourth Further Notice or Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) and
Declaratory Ordex, Carriage of Digital Television Broadcast Signals. The NPRM proposed to
axtond the Viewability Rule for an additional three yoars. This extension would allow anslog-
only tolevision hovseholds to continue to receive all their local broadcast siations, which was

Congress’ intent when it pessed the 1992 Cable Act.

1 am concerned that the Commission may now be reversing course and considering a suneet of
the Viewsbilify Rule within six months. In its place, I understand, would be & voluntary
agroement that would require many consuners to purchase of loase additional equipment in

order to view cectain broadcast stations.

The impect to consumers would be significant - how significant is not entirely clear since a
voluntary agreement and its implications has not been the subject of public comment.

Not only would sunset of the rule restilt in the effective repeal of must-carry for 2096 of cable
households, but it would also shift the burden from cabie operators to consumers 10 ensure that
broadosst stations are “viewsble” on every set in the home. Theese analog-only ceble subscribers
are among the leust sblo to afford additional fees, with the average anntuel incomes of such

subscribers being under $50,000. In addition, it ssoms unrealistic to expect

consumers to lease

equipment to get only & few must-carry stations. In fact, with less than 60 days notice before
such & change, most viewers won't even know that additionel equipment is required. Some of

thil stations will simply go dark.
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While not all cable systems have transitioned to digital, more are doing 30 every year. Given
MMmmtbbumdlhgmbmaﬂwViwiﬁmykﬂemdmbjeum
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It is for the reasons outlined above that 1 urge the Commission to extend the Viewability Rule for
another three years, as originally proposed on November 10, 2012.
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July 26, 2012

JuLius GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

I'he Honorable Judy Chu

U.S. House of Representatives

2265 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Chu:

['hank you for you letter concerning the Commission’s proceeding to evaluate its
“viewability” rule. | appreciate your interest in this matter and have directed the Chief of the
Media Bureau's Office of Communications and Industry Information to look into this matter. |

am pleased to provide the enclosed correspondence discussing the disposition of this proceeding.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance. please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

445 |2M STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 e 202-418-1000




Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

July 26. 2012

IN REPLY REFER TO:
CN-1200752

The Honorable Judy Chu

U.S. House of Representatives

1520 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Chu:

Thank you for vour letter concerning the Commission’s proceeding to review its rule
governing the “viewability” of must-carry television broadcast stations to consumers who
subscribe to analog and hybrid cable television service. Your views are very important and a
copy of your letter will be included in the record of the proceeding.

As you may know, on June 11, 2012, the Commission unanimously adopted a Fifth
Report and Order which concluded that, based on significant changes in the marketplace and
technology, it would be in the public interest to allow the “viewability™ rule adopted in 2007 to
sunset. The Commission also determined that eliminating the rule would result in substantial
benefits by providing cable television system operators with increased flexibility to meet
consumer demands for high-definition digital programming and high-speed broadband services.

The Commission adopted several measures to help ensure that consumers who subscribe
to hybrid cable television service will continue to have access to the programming provided by
must-carry broadcast stations.

o Transition Period: Hybrid cable systems will continue to carry the analog versions of
must-carry broadcast stations until December 12, 2012 to provide consumers, cable
operators, and broadcasters with time to prepare for digital-only service.

o Available and Affordable Equipment: 1f a hybrid cable system decides to carry any must-
carry broadcast stations in digital-only, we expect it will offer the necessary equipment to
analog subscribers either at no charge or at an affordable rate that does not substantially
deter use of the equipment.

o Notice: Cable television operators have committed to enhance their required 30-day
written notice concerning service changes by: (1) informing affected subscribers that
equipment will be necessary to view the must-carry signals and how the equipment may
be obtained: and (2) providing broadcasters a minimum of 90 days notice before
initiating any carriage changes to allow stations to help educate viewers on how to
continue to access the stations” programming.
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Finally, it is important to note that, while the Commission allowed its viewability rule to
sunset. the statutory requirement to make must-carry stations “viewable™ remains in effect.
Therefore, a must-carry broadcaster who believes that a cable television system operator has
failed to satisfy its carriage obligations may file a complaint with the Commission. In addition,
the Commission will consider informal consumer complaints when evaluating whether a
particular cable television system operator is complying with the statutory viewability
requirement.

| hope this information is helpful. and please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of
further assistance.

Sincerely,

\—L/\;\, {C L\ML A b,—lﬁ--r

Michael S. Perko
Chief., Office of Communications and Industry Information
Media Bureau
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