
<!rungress uf tqe lltniteb ~tates

tIl1Ius4ington, liCIt 20515

July 9,2012

Mr. Julius Genachowski
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chainnan Genachowski:

We write to offer our support for approval ofClass A status for WTHC-CD 42 (The
Atlanta Channel), which serves as the Official Visitor Infonnation Television Station ofthe
Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau (ACVB). Unfortunately, Class A status was denied to
The Atlanta Channel due to a minor clerical omission in the application. The Atlanta Channel
immediately filed an appeal; this appeal has been on record since 2000.

We are asking that the appeal be granted and that Class A status be awarded to WTHC
CD 42, The Atlanta Channel. There is no doubt that The Atlanta Channel embodies the ideal of
Class A Low Power Television, broadcasting 100% local programming in High Definition and
serving the community without fail for 19 years.

In 1993, The Atlanta Channel came to Atlanta at the request oflocalleaders; these
leaders included the Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Atlanta Committee on the
Olympic Games (ACOG) and the Georgia Hospitality and Travel Association, in preparation for
the 1996 Centennial Summer Olympic Games. Fonner Atlanta Mayor and United Nations
Ambassador, Andrew Young was instrumental in bringing the station to life and endorsed the
appointment ofThe Atlanta Channel as the Official Visitor Infonnation Station for the Atlanta
Committee for the Olympic Games and the Olympic Village.

In July 2004, The ACVB announced its partnership with The Atlanta Channel as part of
the city-wide crisis communication plan, which allowed authorities to reach visitors with critical
infonnation in the case ofan emergency. In the event ofa crisis or major situation affecting
visitors, the ACVB will send official notices and advisories to The Atlanta Channel for
immediate, continuous broadcast to visitors. Because ofits commitment to providing vital
infonnation to visitors, The Atlanta Channel was fonnallyannounced as the Official Visitor
Infonnation Station ofthe Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau.

As you may know, Atlanta is the 8th largest Designated Market Area (DMA) in America.
You may not know, however, that our city welcomes over thirty-four million visitors every year;
18.4 million stay overnight. Last year, Metro Atlanta registered 18 million hoteVmotel room
nights, the 7th highest in the US. The Atlanta Channel reaches over 32,000 hotel rooms in the
Metro area.
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Atlanta's and Georgia's recovering economy is dependent on travel, trade, and tourism.
The Atlanta Channel provides the essential communications link necessary to meet both the
economic and public safety goals of the ACVB and the City ofAtlanta.

Granting Class A status to WTHC-CD 42, The Atlanta Channel, will assure continued
communication with visitors, continued support for emergency communication plans and
continued service to our community through their unique expertise and essential broadcasting
capabilities.

Sincerely,

Rep. David Scott



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

July 26, 2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Iionorable John BarTO\\

U.S. Housc of Represcntatives
2202 Rayburn Iiousc Onicc Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dcar Congressman Barro\\:

Thank you for your recent Ictter on the pending I\pplication for Re\'ic\\ tiled by the
Atlanta Channel regarding its Class i\ certification. I appreciatc the concerns raised by you and
your colleagues.

As promiscd to Congressman Gingrcy during thc rcccnt FCC oversight hearing in the
Energy and Commerce Communications and Technology Subcommittce. I have directed thc
Media Bureau to providc its recommendation to the full Commission as soon as it can in order to
resolve this matler by this end of the year.

I appreciatc your interest in this mattcr. Please leI me kno\\ if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sineerel) .

:.------ .
Julius Genacho\\ski

445 12TH STREETSW. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554 • 202-418-1000



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

July 26. 2012
JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Sanford D. Bishop. Jr.
.. I louse of RepresenlatiYes

2429 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Bishop:

Thank )OU lor Jour recentlcllcr on thc pending Application t(Jr Rc\ ie\\ liled b) the
Atlanta Channel regarding its Class A ccrtilieation. I appreciate the concerns raised by you and
your colleagues.

As promised to Congressman Gingrey during the recent fCC oversight hearing in the
I'::nergy and Commerce Communications and Technology Subcommittee. I have directed the
Media Bureau to provide its rccommendation to the full Commission as soon as it can in order to
resolvc this mailer by this end of the year.

I appreciate your illlerest in this mailer. Please let me know if I can be of any furthcr
assistance.

Sincerel) .

•

Julius GCllacho\\ski

445 12TH STREET S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554 • 202'4 I S'I 000



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

.Iuly 26. 2012
..JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Ilcllr) C. "llan~" .Iohnson
U.S. Iiousc of Represcnlati\'es
1<127 Longwonh I louse Orticc Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

DcaI' Congressman .Iohnson:

Thank )OU for your rcccnt ICllcr on thc pcnding Application for Rc\ ic\\ filcd by thc
Atlanta Channel rcgarding its Class i\ certification. I appreciate thc conccrns raiscd by )OU and
your colleagues.

As promiscd to Congrcssman Gingrcy during thc recent FCC oversight hcaring in thc
Energy and Commerce Communications and Tcchnology Subcommillcc. I havc dirccted thc
Mcdia Burcau to providc ils rccommcndmion to Ihc full Commission as soon as it can in ordcr 10

resolvc this mallcr by this end of the )car.

I appreciate your intcrcst in this mallCr. Plcasc let me know if I can bc of any further
assistance.

•

445 12TH STREET S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554 • 202'4 I 8-1000



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

July 26, 2012
.JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable John Le" is
U.S. Ilouse of Rcpresentati\ es
343 Cannon Ilouse Office Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dcar Congressman I.cwis:

Thank yOU for your recent leller on the pending Application lor Re\ ie\\ liled b) the
Atlanta Channel regarding its Class A certilication. I appreciate the concern, raised b) yOU and
your colleagues.

As promised to Congressman Gingrcy during the reccnt FCC ovcrsight hearing in the
Energy and Commerce Communications and Technology Subcommillee. I haw directed the
Media Bureau to provide its recommendation to the full COl11mission as soon as it can ill order to
resolve this mailer by this end of the ycar.

I appreciate your interest in this mallcr. Please let me know if I can be of any furthcr
assistance.

Sincerely.

Julius Genacllo\\ski

445 12lH STREET S.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 • 202-4 I 8-1000



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

.Iuly ~6. ~012
,JULIUS GENACHOWSKt

CHAIRMAN

The Honorablc David Scoll
U.S. I louse or Representali\es
225 Cannon I louse Ortiee Building
Washington. D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Scott:

Thanl-. you ror your reccnt Iettcr on the pcnding Application lor Re\ ic\\ tiled by th~

Atlanta Chann~1 regarding its Class A ccrtilication. I apprcciate the conccrns raised by you and

your colleagues.

As promised to Congr~ssman Ciingrey during thc recent FCC mwsight hearing in thc
Energy and Comll1eree Communications and Technology Subcomll1illee. [ havc directed the
Media Bureau to provide its rccommendation to thc rull Commission as soon as it can in ordcr to

resolve this matter by this end orthe year.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me kno\\ ir I can bc or any rurther

assistance.

Sincerdy.

c:=--~"
Julius (;cnach,)\\ski

445 12TH STREET 5.W WASHINGTON. DC 20554 • 202'4' 8-' 000
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