
We acknowledge the creativity and thought process utilized by those organizations who are seeking

to bundle equipment into their Hosted Voip services. 

 

It is my responsibility though to comment that the companies seeking such broad intrepretation(s) are

not doing it to provide additional services to the Schools and School districts, but are seeking a

comepetitive advantage over other providers and are utilizing rulings for other products and services

with specious justification.

 

Companies who argue to bundle will only include lower grade equipment into their offerrings thereby

forcing their education partners to co exist with inferior equipment and ultimately services.

 

While a market certainly exists for the lower grade services and equipment, to mandate that ALL

schools and school districts resort to these level of equipment is fundamentally unfair.  Most of the

providers who will bundle, do offer different grades of equipment, but charge more for the upgraded

equipment, effectively forcing the School or School District to purchase the equipment, which is what

the state of the law currently is, again supporting our claim that this is being done for competitive

reasons rather than to truly "assist" the clients.

 

No matter what the FCC ultimately decides, it is critical that a decision is made PRIOR to this ERate

season.  Many service providers were materially harmed by the uncertainty last season and some

providers bundled equipment and services without regard for how the FCC might ultimately rule.

These providers were allowed to gain competitive advantages and they did.  This must not be allowed

to happen again.

 


