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August 15, 2012 
 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING IN MB DOCKET NO. 12-208 
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 
 
Attention:  Chief, Media Bureau 

 
Re: Time Warner Entertainment Company Petition for Modification of Market of  
              KLEI-TV, Kailua Kona, Hawaii     
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
The State of Hawaii Civil Defense would like comment in opposition to the Petition for 
Modification filed by Time Warner Entertainment Company (“Time Warner”) against 
KLEI-TV and to support KLEI-TV’s request to require Time Warner to carry KLEI-TV’s 
station statewide. 
 
Independent local television stations provide a vital role in the State’s civil defense 
planning. In the event of a natural catastrophe or severe weather on the island of 
Hawaii, it is not possible for the larger Oahu-based network affiliated stations to 
provide information during early stages of the event because their signal does not reach 
there. A local independent television station fills that void. Requiring Time Warner to 
carry KLEI-TV’s signal statewide would give the government first responders another 
means of assessing the current situation so that the proper personnel and resources can 
be swiftly and efficiently sent to the affected area. KLEI-TV is situated right in the 
middle of an area often associated with the types of emergencies the Emergency Alert 
System (EAS) was developed for.  On that West Coast there have been earthquakes, an 
active lava flow, volcanic gas (VOG), tsunamis, flooding, fires and hurricanes.  KLEI-TV is 
a vital part of that system and would be able to transmit valuable footage back 
throughout all of the islands in the event of such emergencies.  There is no network 
presence on the West Coast of the Island of Hawaii.  
 
Time Warner currently provides programming throughout the state using existing 
interisland submarine communications cables. As such, there would seem to be no 
technical barrier to adding KLEI-TV’s signal and programs.  
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Therefore, we urge you to consider the public safety benefits to Hawaii’s people in 
times as part of your decision. It is for that reason we ask that you reject Time Warner’s 
Petition for Modification against KLEI-TV and support KLEI-TV’s request to require 
Time Warner it to carry KLEI-TV’s programs state-wide. 
 
                                                                                   Sincerely, 
 

                                                                              
 
  
 

                                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


