
Dewey's Bio

 

Dewey Readmore Books was the resident cat at Spencer Public Library. He was put in the book

return one cold January night in 1988. When the staff found him the next morning, they decided to

adopt him. After the library's board of trustees and the city council approved, the kitten was declawed,

neutered, and given the proper vaccinations. A contest was held to pick a name, and Dewey

Readmore Books was officially added to the staff. The staff cared for Dewey and donated their pop

cans to feed the kitty. Patrons and friends from as far away as New York have donated money for

Dewey's food.

Dewey generated lots of publicity for the library. He was featured in the local paper, Country

Magazine, Cat Fancy Magazine, on the Sioux City television stations, in books, and on postcards. He

was a video star in "Puss in Books", a documentary about library cats. Of course, Dewey was already

the star of the library. Many people came in just to see him. Dewey even had his own job description.

Check out Dewey as a supervisor of our staff.

****

THE STORY BEHIND THE NEWSPAPER

 

"Dewey Defeats Truman" was a famously incorrect banner headline on the front page of the first

edition of the Chicago Tribune on November 3, 1948. Incumbent United States President Harry S.

Truman, who had been expected to lose to Republican challenger and Governor of New York

Thomas E. Dewey in the 1948 presidential race, won the election. A delighted Truman was

photographed at St. Louis Union Station holding a copy of his premature political obituary. Only a few

hundred copies of the paper were published before the Tribune issued a second edition that backed

off from proclaiming a winner. The headline is a cautionary tale for journalists about the dangers of

being first to break a story without being certain of its accuracy. It is also a caution about allowing

editorial preference to cloud judgment; the Tribune had been strongly against Truman throughout the

campaign.
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