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October 23, 2012 
 
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
 Re: Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90; High-Cost Universal 
  Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337                                             
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

As the ABC Coalition (“Coalition”) stated previously1, due to the economic constraints 
of deploying broadband in rural and high-cost areas, carriers that accept CAF Phase II support 
would generally build or maintain FTTD networks, rather than deploy a new and more capital-
intensive technology like FTTP.  We expect that offering support for a mere five year period 
would only reinforce the use of an FTTD architecture.  Modeling FTTD, therefore, would ensure 
that the modeled costs most closely align with the actual forward-looking costs of carriers when 
they decide whether to accept or decline support.  We also noted that an FTTD model would 
enable the Bureau to reasonably estimate the number of locations that can be scaled up to 6 
Mbps/1.5 Mbps speeds, whereas an FTTP model would not enable the Bureau to make accurate 
estimates.  Although we do not oppose the FCC’s request for the Coalition-sponsored FTTP 
model input to be placed into the public record, the Coalition does not endorse the FTTP model 
run, has not scrutinized the data in the same fashion as it was able to for the proposed FTTD 
model, and continues to object to the use of an FTTP model.   

 
Some examples of additional analysis and vetting that would be required before the 

Coalition could support the current inputs include: 
 

“FTTP Material” Tab - CAPEX 
ONT 
ONT BusBT 
Fiber Drop Terminal 
Fiber Splitter (PFP / FDH) Cabinets 
OLT (7340) Terminal Equipment (fixed) 

Equipped Unit 
Channel Unit 
Cabinet and Battery Backup  

                                                 
1 In the Matter of Connect America Fund High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 10-90, July 23, 
2012, at 8. 
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“Fiber Material” Tab 
Fiber Drop 

Aerial Drop 
Buried Drop 

 
Opex V4.xls “Telco Opex” Tab 
Cable & Wire Expense 

FO Aerial Expense 
FO Buried Expense 
FO Underground Expense 

 
Plant Mix V1.xlsx “Model Input” Tab 

% Buried Distribution 
% Aerial Distribution 
 

Accordingly, the Coalition reserves the right to review and evaluate the validity and 
applicability of the FTTP inputs that CostQuest submitted into the record on October 19, 2012. 
 

Pursuant to Commission rules, please include a copy of this notice in the above-identified 
proceedings. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert Mayer 
Vice President, Industry and State Affairs 
United States Telecom Association 

 
cc: Amy Bender 

Joe Cavender  
Patrick Halley 
Trent Harkrader 

 Carol Mattey 
Steven Rosenberg 
David Zesiger 
 


