
 

 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
October 23, 2012 
 
Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation 
 MM Docket No. 99-25 – Creation of a Low Power Radio Service 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
  
 On Monday, October 22, 2012, Brandy Doyle of the Prometheus Radio Project  
spoke by telephone with Alex Hoehn-Saric of Commissioner Rosenworcel’s office. 
 
 Ms. Doyle reiterated Prometheus’ support for a local origination requirement for 
new low power FM (LPFM) stations. She explained a requirement would ensure that 
scarce LPFM licenses will be awarded only to local organizations with the intent and 
capacity to serve their communities. This would also dis-incentivize national, non-local 
organizations from circumventing Commission rules on local ownership of LPFM by 
persuading local organizations to act as licensees while controlling all content decisions 
at the national network. Ms. Doyle argued that a requirement would serve as a more 
effective disincentive than the current preference point given to applicants that take a 
local origination pledge.  
 
 Ms. Doyle explained that a local origination requirement would pass 
constitutional muster, and noted that Prometheus has produced a constitutional analysis 
of such a requirement. In an e-mail following the telephone conversation, Ms. Doyle 
forwarded to Mr. Hoehn-Saric this analysis and the other documents attached herein, 
which have already been submitted to this docket in prior ex parte notices. The 
documents also include a study of the LPFM landscape which offers evidence that 
national networks do indeed control LPFM licenses under the current system. 
 
 Ms. Doyle also discussed the continued need for a nationwide cap on FM 
translator ownership from Auction 83, as well as a local, one-per-market cap on translator 
applicants from the auction. She expressed Prometheus’ disagreement with the argument 
that a national cap should not apply to markets outside of the top 150. Although spectrum 
for LPFM is certainly more available in rural markets, spectrum is not unlimited even in 
these locations, and local conditions vary. More importantly, Prometheus does not 
believe that it serves the public interest to license dozens of translators to the same 
network in a given auction. Translators were created to extend the signal of local 
broadcasters in remote terrain, not to blanket the country with the same content. 
Similarly, Prometheus does not believe it serves the public interest to license multiple 
translators to the same national network in the same community in a given auction.  
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 



 

 

                /s/                      /  
 Brandy Doyle 
 Policy Director, Prometheus Radio Project 


