
South Sound 911 
 

December 21, 2012 
 
 
 
Federal Communications Commission 
Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, Policy Division 
445 12th St SW 
 
Regarding- WT Docket No. 99-87: Support of Motorola Waiver Request DA 12-1977 
 
Dear Communications Commission:  
 
South Sound 911 (SS911) represents a consortium of many first responder agencies in the Pierce 
County, Washington area that provide public safety services.  This letter is to communicate our 
support for the waiver filed by Motorola (DA 12-1977 released December 7th 2012) requesting 
an extension as a Part 90 radio equipment manufacturer to provide radio equipment capable of 
greater than 12.5 kHz bandwidth operation past the Jan 1st, 2013 deadline for mandated narrow-
banding. 
 
Public safety agencies in the Pierce County area have been granted a 2-year extension of the 
narrowbanding deadline (DA 12-1796, released November 9th 2012) and plan to continue 
operations on the wideband VHF and UHF channels as we transition to a new P25 trunked 
environment for mission critical communications.   During this critical interim period, the ability 
to secure current-manufacture subscriber equipment capable of 15/25 kHz bandwidth operation 
is essential to maintain acceptable mission critical communications for first responders. A grant 
of the Motorola waiver will ensure no significant loss of communications capability during the 
build-out and transition period to P25 on 700/800 MHz, and allow continued VHF and UHF 
operation during as well as after the narrow-banding mandate of Jan 1, 2013. 
 
Under these circumstances, which are undoubtedly similar in many other geographical regions, 
we respectfully ask the Commission to consider and approve the Motorola waiver as requested. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ken Sharp, Chair 
Combined Operations Board 
South Sound 911 
 


