Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Connect America Fund WC Docket No. 10-90

~—  —

COMMENTS OF MIDSTATE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Midstate Communications, Inc. (“Midstate”) respectfully submits the following
comments to the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) in response to the Further
Inquiry in this docket into issues relating to the level of broadband service shown on the National
Broadband Map (“NBM”) and eligibility for Connect America Phase | Incremental Support

(“Public Notice”).!

The census blocks listed within Appendix A attached hereto, which appear on the
Wireline Competition Bureau’s list of potentially unserved census blocks in price cap areas?
(“List”), are inaccurately reported on the List as unserved for the reasons Midstate’s provides
herein. The blocks listed on Appendix A are served by Midstate through the Broadband
Initiatives Program (“BIP”). Midstate was awarded a BIP Grant and Loan Award on September
21, 2010 and recently finished the project in 2012. Thus, within the census blocks listed within

Appendix A, the NBM coverage and FCC data is understated. Midstate hereby requests that

! Wireline Competition Bureau Seeks Comment on Areas Shown as Unserved on the National Broadband Map for Connect
America Phase | Incremental Support, WC Docket No. 10-90, Public Notice, DA 12-1961 (rel. December 5, 2012).

% Wireline Competition Bureau Updates the List of Potentially Unserved Census Blocks in Price Cap Areas and Extends the
Deadline for Comment on the List, WC Docket No. 10-90, Public Notice, DA 12-2001 (rel. December 10, 2012).
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these census blocks be removed from the Bureau’s unserved List, as Midstate has built fiber to
these areas in its BIP project and currently serves these areas with speeds far greater than 4 Mbps

downstream and 1 Mbps upstream.

At the time the last broadband information was provided for the NBM, Midstate’s BIP
project was still being constructed. However, now that the BIP project has been completed,
Midstate is now serving the Chamberlain and Oacoma, SD Exchanges, which cover these census
blocks, with speeds of 10 Mbps downstream and 1 Mbps upstream. Midstate did bring these
changes to the attention of the South Dakota Bureau of Information and Telecommunications
(BIT - SD NBM entity) and worked with BIT during the July — October 2012 timeframe to
update the state and NBM information. The BIT South Dakota Broadband Mapping program,
under the NTIA's State Broadband Initiative, updated the South Dakota maps with the NTIA on
October 1, 2012, however the Bureau’s List in this Public Notice is based on data as of
December 2011. Therefore, the attached Appendix A provides the most current broadband

service data regarding the blocks on Appendix A.

Midstate’s BIP Award service area includes the Chamberlain and Oacoma, SD
Exchanges, including all town and rural areas. Construction for Midstate’s Fiber to the Premises
(“FTTP”) project was recently completed in September 2012 and provides broadband services to
all requesting households, businesses and key community organizations in the Chamberlain and
Oacoma, SD Exchanges that were lacking adequate service availability. Midstate’s FTTP
project has provided the infrastructure to solve the previous lack of adequate broadband service
in the Chamberlain/Oacoma Serving Area. The FTTP project has enabled the service area to
overcome geographical distances, empower residents through Broadband information access and

bring the world into their reach by the touch of computer keys. Midstate's FTTP platform is
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capable of delivering 1 Gbps of bandwidth to each anchor institution, business and residential

location constructed within the service area.

Midstate appreciates the opportunity to file these comments relating to areas shown as
unserved on the NBM for Connect America Phase | Incremental Support. In conclusion,
Midstate requests the census blocks listed on Appendix A all within the Chamberlain and
Oacoma, SD Exchanges be deemed as served for the reasons stated herein and be removed from

the list of areas eligible for Phase | support going forward.

Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/ Mark Benton

Mark Benton
General Manager
Midstate Communications, Inc.
PO Box 48
Kimball, SD 57355
(605) 778-6221 (phone)
(605) 778-8080 (fax)
January 9, 2013

cc: Ryan Yates at Ryan.Yates@fcc.gov

Charles Tyler at Charles. Tyler@fcc.gov




APPENDIX A

List of Blocks that Do Not Belong on the Bureau’s

List of Potentially Unserved Census Blocks in Price Cap Areas

Brule County, South Dakota:

460159731001020

460159731001021

460159731001023

460159731001024

460159731001025

460159731001026

460159731001027

460159731001028

460159731001029

460159731001031

460159731001032

460159731001033

460159731001034

460159731001036

460159731001037

460159731001144

460159731001145

460159731001146

460159731001147

460159731002003

460159731002017

460159731002018

460159731002019




460159731002020

460159731002021

460159731002022

460159731002028

460159731002029

460159731002030

460159731002033

460159731002034

460159731002037

460159731002038

460159731002039

460159731002040

460159731002041

460159731002042

460159731002043

460159731002044

460159731002045

460159731002046

460159731002047

460159731002048

460159731002049

460159731002050

460159731002051

460159731002052

460159731002053

460159731002055

460159731002056

460159731002057

460159731002066

460159731002068

460159731002069

460159731003007

460159731003010

460159731003044

460159731003063

460159731003071

460159731003074

460159731003078

460159731003079

460159731003082

460159731003083




460159731003084

460159731003085

460159731003090

460159731003091

460159731003092

460159731003094

460159731003097

460159731003099

460159731003102

460159731003103

460159731003105

460159731003106

460159731003109

460159731003110

460159731003111

460159731003120

460159731003122

460159731003123

460159731003128

460159731003291

460159731003293

460159732001000

460159732001001

460159732001029

460159732002000

460159732002002

460159732002004

460159732002008

460159732002016

460159732002037

460159732002043

460159732002047

460159732002053

460159732002055

460159732002057

460159732002061

460159732002062

460159732002065

460159732002066

460159732002068

460159732002071




460159732002074

460159732002076

460159732002087

460159732002091

460159732003045

Buffalo County, South Dakota:

460179402002173

460179402002174

Lyman County, South Dakota:

460859401001074

460859401001076

460859726002203

460859726002228

460859726002251

460859726002252

460859726003089

460859726003138

460859726003147

460859726003149

460859726003150

460859726003169

460859726003189

460859726003190

460859726003192

460859726003197

460859726003198

460859726003199

460859726003200

460859726003201

460859726003203

460859726003204

460859726003213

460859726003214

460859726003216

460859726003217

460859726003221

460859726003229

460859726003230




460859726003231

460859726003232

460859726003233

460859726003234




