Reverend Sherman Pitt
p.o.box 877790

Wasilla Alaska

99687

Chairman Julius Genachowski REMWGQ§QQﬁ§¥m?5th 2012
Federal Communications Commission

Public Comments Pru 312012

445 12th street SW

Washington DC 20554 FCC Mail Room

Re: Prison Phone Justice.
Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am writing to you today
about the unjustice of the prison phone rates that I and my family and
friends all must endure to keep in contact in this state facility.

The current provider Evercom's Securus phone systems rates are $4.95
for the first minute and 96¢ a minute ever after are in fact the cause of
my complete loss of contact with my family and friends and a direct
detriment to my rehabilitation and any hope of my reintegration back to
a functioning member of society.

I am also restricted by Evercom from making collect calls to
friends and family without a prepaid account established regardless of
their credit history and rating. This directly denies my access to any
emergency calling if there is a death or disability in the family or
other family emergency and causes unecessary stress and hardship on us all.

I attempted to place $200.00 on an account expecting a lower rate
and was amazed when I called 5 times and was cut off for lack of funds!

I make 50¢ hr at most in this prison system and cannot afford this
rate of hemorrhaging of funds to have any contact with my family as it
will leave them with a choice of contact or food on the table seriosly!

I served 7 years in a private prison in Florence and Eloy Arizona
on this current sentence and had a prison phone rate of 25¢ minute and the
phone provider was also Evercom so I dont know why the difference in rates
since both states are in the United States Of America and covered under
the same laws and Constitutions correct?

I plead that you take under advisement that I and others similarily
situated are serving decades of isolation from society and we shall become
more bitter and mean with every passing day because we have no contact
with friends and family to keep an even keel under us and we will all
pay the ultimate cost through crime when we who have been conditioned to
hate are eventually returned to society and even while we are in by the

increase in violence by the estranged in all of us.



Im 19 years into a 69 year sentence and quickly losing all hope of
returning to society as a productive member of it because I cant even stay
in contact with any freeworld people to keep relationships alive and well
and this is leading to increased stress in my enviroment and my surroundings
and assaults upon prisoners and gaurds alike and this will and aleady does
spill over to the streets as you can tell through the level of violence
we see on the news each week here.

please feel free to use my name and story in all hearings that will
determine a just and equal rate nationwide that will help reduce the costs
both real and hidden to this insidious disease upon the poor and
disenfranchised already.

In dynamic Peace of I,

Reverend Sherman Pitt
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Mr, Carl P. Brown 163-941 F .
Maryland Correctional Training Center CC Mail Room
18800 Roxbury Road
Hagerstown, Maryland 21746

November 20,2012
Chairman Julius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
Public Comments
445 12th Street,SW
Washington, DC 20554

This is a public comment for the Wright Petition (CC Docket 96-128)
Dear Chairman Genachowski:

I am writing in reference to the issue of the extremely high costs
of prison phone calls for prisoners and their families.

Considering the fact that most prisoners come from working class
backgrounds, it seems discriminately unfair and predatory that we are
subjected to far higher phone rates than free society. I have been
incarcerated since 1981, and recall when we paid the same .15 per call
as a normal pay phone. Once the new phone companies like Securus came
along, the prices skyrocketed and caused most people to not be able to
afford to call family and loved ones as much or not at all.

These exorbitant phone rates have  negatively affected my
communication with family and loved ones in ways that leave me still
feeling guilty that I could not afford to communicate with my beloved
mother during her illness before she passed. T still can only call
remaining family and friends seldomly due to the excessively high 1long
distance rates, which further strains my relationships and support from
those who have not been forced to block collect calls.

In closing, this unfair practice of charging higher phone rates
for prison phone calls than the standard rates paid in free society
virually further isolates us from free society and places an unfair burden
on our families and friends that most cannot afford. Your consideration
and cooperation in shedding light on this unfair practice will be highly
appreciated.

Respectfully,

By

Carl P, Brown
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November 6, 2012

Chairman Jylius Genachowski
Federal Communications Commission
Public Comments
445 12th St., SW
Washington, DC 20554
THIS IS A PUBLIC COMMENT FOR THE WRIGHT PETITION
CC DOCKET #96-128 ~
Chairman Genachowski: '

I'm writing in response to your fight to lower the high cost of phone calls from
prisoners.

I'm incarcerated at SCI-Greene, Greene County, Pennsylvania. For me to calil
home (in-state) is $5.41 through a pre-paid calling card sold in the prison commissary
and $6.00 to call collect (both 15 minute calls). This is simply too much money for most
of my family, my support network, to afford. | have very limited contact with my family
due to the excessive cost of these phone calls.

Recently, Pennsylvania transferred more than 1,000 inmates to Michigan due to
overcrowding. Phone calls from Mi to PA were only $1.80 for the same 15 minute call.
these are the same phone calls | try to make from Pennsyivania but can't afford, but in
Michigan they were 70% cheaper. | don't understand how rates from Ml to PA are 30%
of the cost we pay in PA for in-state calls. '

There are too many people that | can't call because they can't afford the cost.
These are the same family members and friends whose support | need to have a
successful reentry into society upon my release, but I'm losing my relationships with
them due to the lack of interaction and contact.

t hope something can be done because it seems like all the phone company
(GTL) and Department of Corrections do is take advantage of our situation.

Sincerely,

AN AL
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