
 

 
 

February 22, 2013 
 

BY ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 
 
 Re: MB Docket No. 12-107 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 As discussed in its February 7, 2013 ex parte filing, DIRECTV transmits national cable 
channel on a nationwide satellite beam, while it transmits local broadcast stations on localized 
spot-beams.  DIRECTV would thus face considerable challenges if required to make localized 
emergency information on national cable channels accessible to the visually impaired in the 
manner proposed in the NPRM.   

 The record in this proceeding includes a filing by The Weather Channel discussing its 
localization strategies and the obstacles it would face in implementing an accessibility solution.1  
DIRECTV, for its part, has developed a method to provide localized information from The 
Weather Channel (such as tornado warnings) to subscribers in the affected areas.  Below, 
DIRECTV describes this method in greater detail, and also offers a proposal for increasing the 
accessibility of such alerts for the visually impaired. 

*  *  * 

 Each DIRECTV subscriber needs at least one-set top box, which is used to decode the 
signal transmitted via satellite.  This sophisticated equipment is capable of interacting with the 
DIRECTV transmissions to customize a subscriber’s experience in certain ways.  Among other 
things, a subscriber is able to enter her zip code into the set-top box in order to achieve such 
customization.   

Using that information, an application designed by DIRECTV enables the set-top box to 
pull localized alerts from the national Weather Channel feed for the zip code provided by the 
subscriber.  When the subscriber first tunes to The Weather Channel, if there is an alert in effect 
for her area, it is presented as a visual weather alert banner at the top of the screen, with a 
                                                 
1  See Letter from David J. Wittenstein to Marlene H. Dortch, MB Docket No. 12-107 (filed Jan. 16, 

2013). 
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