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Comment:  Regarding class(es) of Amateur Radio Operator License required to administer elements of 

the Amateur Radio Licensing Examinations, I would submit that the class of operator license held by a 

volunteer examiner (VE) is irrelevant to the individual's ability to administer an examination. 

  

I am a 20-year retired USAF veteran with six years as a technical instructor in electronic principles, 

precision tracking radar, and satellite tracking systems. In a formal USAF Technical School environment, 

exams were usually administered by personnel assigned to a Test and Evaluation department. In a field 

training environment (qualified personnel assigned to provide training at specific air bases), however, 

exams were usually written and administered by the instructors assigned to the subject matter in 

question. 



  

Exams used to upgrade skill level certifications within a career field, while being written by personnel 

knowledgeable in the subject matter, were administered by individuals assigned to a base's Career 

Development Test and Evaluation department who did not necessarily have any knowledge of the 

subject matter being tested; they administered exams for any career field. 

  

I would suggest that there is no discernible benefit to requiring persons (VEs) administering amateur 

radio examinations to have any particular level of operator license to administer any level of 

examination. A Technician Class operator could just as competently administer an Amateur Extra Class 

exam as an Extra Class operator...there is no relationship between the skill sets required to pass the 

examination and a person's ability to hand out, monitor, score, and report on a test.  

  

Douglas Iford, AF6YC 

MSgt, USAF (Retired) 

Amateur Extra Class 
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