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Comment: When | was first licenced (1949) a 13 wpm mose code test and written examination was
required to ensure a working knowledge of theory and operating proficiency. Over the years, the
requirements have been dumbed down to where Amateur Radio has become an extension of the
Citizens Band. One can pass the examination simply by guessing the right answers on a multiple choice
test. Simplifying the process further will only serve to raise the numbers while lowerinig the knowledge
pool of licensed amateurs. In an era of rapid technical advancement and an incresed need for amateurs
to play a role in emergency communications, | feel that a sound technical background and good
operating skills are necessary if we are to be useful emcomm communicators.
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