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I would like to voice my support for this rule change.  Emergency preparedness relies on drill and 

practice to maintain competency to function in the event of an emergency.  Many individuals  (amateur 

radio operatiors) that play a vital role in emergency preparedness are employed by government 

agencies and hospitals.  Many government entities and hospitals rely on amateur radio as their second 

or third line of communication.  It is imperative that in an emergency when primary communications 

have failed these amateur radio operators be prepared and trained to provide communication.   Under 

the current rules it is difficult to maintain this competency.   I understand the necessity to maintain 



amateur radio as a volunteer program and that it needs to not be taken over by these entities.  This rule 

change will not allow this to happen, but will provide allowances for preparedness and training.    

 

Thank you, Herb Pettit 


