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Sirs, eliminating the 121.5 mhz Emergency Locator Transmitter frequency is unnecessary 
for aircraft operated exclusively in the USA, and the marginal utility advantage of 
replacing it with ELT operating on 406mhz is uneconomic for aircraft operated 
exclusively in the USA.   

 

Many General Aviation aircraft do not operate in non-domestic airspace.  Many such 
aircraft would have to make several modifications to do so (e.g. affix larger 
identification symbols; equip with certain foreign specified survival gear; revise 
insurance coverage; [equip with 406MHZ ELT]).  Simply put, the cumulative cost of such  
preparation for non-domestic flight is not often warranted in General Aviation aircraft 
used for Part 91 operations. 

 

Like many aspects of the USA air traffic system, the ELT has lost much of its relevance 
over time.  Commonly used aircraft electronics such as on board GPS map systems  
and FAA radar improvements and the advent of ubiquitous personal wireless 
telephones , many with GPS locator capability, make the ELT highly redundant .  
Especially in the case of accidents where occupants survive the event,  I doubt much  
confidence of rescue continues to rests with the performance of the ELT. 

 

Since 121.5 mhz is still capable of being received in the air traffic and rescue system, 
please grandfather this  frequency device for use in aircraft operated solely in domestic 
airspace. 

Best regards, 

Philip Charles Morin 
Lic. Commercial pilot, single engine land, instrument, airplane 
Lic. Commercial pilot, glider  
Owner ; N89855; N8804W  


