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In the Matter of: Nomination for the Universal Service Administrative Company Board of Directors, CC Docket
Nos. 97-21 and 96-45

The National Rural Health Association (NRHA) is nominating Ms. Becky Sanders, Director of Operations, Indiana
Rural Health Association (IRHA), Program Director, Upper Midwest Telehealth Resource Center, to serve on the
board of directors of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) Board of Directors pursuant to 97-
21 and 96-45. Ms. Sanders is being nominated to represent rural health care providers. NRHA is nominating Ms.
Sanders based on her extensive experience working in rural health care in Indiana. She also maintains close ties
with the Office of Community and Rural Affairs and other state agencies to foster public/private partnerships on
behalf of the IRHA.

Ms. Sanders also serves at the Program Director for the Upper Midwest Telehealth Resource Center (UMTRC).
In this role, she works with our UMTRC consortium partners to provide a single point of contact for telehealth
resources throughout Indiana, lllinois, Ohio, and Michigan. The UMTRC provides educational and outreach
presentations, individualized technical assistance, facilitation, and connections to resources via our website and
project staff.

Prior to her current positions, Ms. Sanders served IRHA in the role of Indiana Telehealth Network Director,
where she oversaw all of the RFPs that the IRHA administered to procure bids for construction of fiber for
internet and dedicated transport services for the ITN. While creating the ITN, she worked with CAHs, the
Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA), telecommunication providers, and other partner
organizations to address the need for improved broadband access for health care providers in Indiana. She was
also responsible for fostering communication between our healthcare participants and our winning vendors.
Service lines to be provided over the ITN currently under development include Videoconferencing, e-Learning,
Telemental Health, TeleStroke, and TelePharmacy.

The ITN was created as a part of the Federal Communications Commission's Rural Health Care Pilot Program
(RHCPP), administered by the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC). The RHCPP is funds 85% of the
construction and a minimum of 48 months of non-recurring services for the high speed fiber optic dedicated
healthcare network to promote broadband growth and economic development for rural healthcare providers in
the state of Indiana.
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NRHA, a non-profit membership organization with over 20,000 members and is the only organization
representing the full spectrum of rural health care interests nationwide. From small rural hospitals and clinics to
individual health care practitioners to rural public health advocates, the NRHA works to bring all rural health
care interests together in order to facilitate communication and education, and to create an inclusive network
for rural health care advocacy at the federal level.

Please consider Ms. Sanders as the representative for rural health care providers for the Universal
Service Administrative Company Board of Directors. You'll find her to be thorough and very capable to add a

perspective that will be greatly appreciated by the Universal Services Committee. Thank you for your
consideration. Please do not hesitate to call or write for additional information.

Sincerely,

Brock Slabach
Sr. Vice President for Member Services



