
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 

Ex Parte 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 

March 27, 2013 

445 12th Street, S.W. Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Reform of Rules and Policies on Foreign Carrier Entry Into the U.S. Telecommunications 
Market, IB Docket No. 12-299 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On November 8, 2012, the United States Trade Representative (USTR) submitted a letter in support of the 
proposal by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to eliminate from its current rules the 
distinction between World Trade Organization (WTO) and non-WTO Member investment in U.S. 
common carrier radio station licensees.4 

The FCC has also proposed to eliminate the effective competitive opportunities test (ECO Test) applied to 
applications for section 214 authorizations and cable landing licenses from non-WTO Members. USTR 
writes to express its support for the elimination of the ECO Test for such applicants subject to the same 
conditions expressed in our previous letter. 

USTR seeks to emphasize that its support for the FCC's proposal does not in any manner represent a 
change from existing United States trade policy of promoting telecommunications market 
liberalization and where there are significant trade interests involved in an application before the FCC, 
USTR will continue to support vigorous efforts to address issues in those markets. 

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an electronic copy of this letter is being filed for 
inclusion in the above-referenced dockets. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Bliss 
Assistant United States Trade Representative 
For Services and Investment 

4 Letter from Christine Bliss, Assistant United States Trade Representative for Services and Investment, Office of 
United States Trade Representative to Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 
November 8, 2012, Review of Foreign Ownership Policies for Common Carrier and Aeronautical Radio Licensee 
Under Section 3/0 (b){4) of the Communications Act of 1934, as Amended, IB Docket ll-133. 


