
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Big Buck Pole, LLC 
Attn: Tim Hart Haberl, President 
P.O.Box620 
129 B Industrial A venue 
Coldwater, MI 49036 

Re: Q 1 Big Buck Pole 

Dear Mr. Haberl, 

March 6, 2013 

Case Identifier: CGB-CC-1050 

------· 

The Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau (COB) of the Federal Communications 
Commission ("FCC") has reviewed your petition for exemption from the closed captioning rules. As 
discussed in further detail below, COB has found that the petition provides some, but not all, of the 
information needed for us to make a determination as to whether or not the FCC closed captioning 
requirements would be economically burdensome for you. 

Your petition seeks an exemption based on Section 79.l(d)(11) of the FCC's Rules, 47 
C.F.R. § 79.1(d)(ll), which provides that "[n]o video programming provider shall be required to 
expend any money to caption any video programming if such expenditure would exceed 2 percent of 
the gross revenues received from that channel during the previous calendar year." Because you have 
not provided evidence or information that Big Buck Pole, LLC has expended 2 percent of its gross 
revenues on captioning during the previous calendar year, we are unable to assess whether this 
exemption is available to you at the present time. However, please note that because this is a self
implementing exemption, you do not need explicit approval from the FCC in order to use this 
exemption, provided you meet the exemption criteria. 

Your petition also states that Big Buck Pole, LLC should be exempt from the closed 
captioning rules based on Section 79.l(d)(l2) of the FCC's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 79.l(d)(l2), which 
exempts "channels producing revenues of under $3,000,000." Section 79.l(d)(l2) states, "[n]o video 
programming provider shall be required to expend any money to caption any channel of video 
programming producing annual gross revenues of less than $3,000,000 during the previous calendar 
year other than the obligation to pass through video programming already captioned when received 
pursuant to paragraph (c) of this section." Big Buck Pole, LLC seeks an exemption for an individual 
video program, not a channel of video programming. Therefore, the specific $3,000,000 general 
revenue exemption of Section 79.1(d)(l2) does not appear to apply to Big Buck Pole, LLC's 
particular circumstances. 

In additional, your petition included information about the costs associated with captioning 
and on your financial status. We conclude, however, that because your petition is missing required 
information, we cannot take further action on your petition. 



If you wish for this petition to receive further consideration for a closed captioning 
exemption, you must supplement your petition by providing us with the information described below 
by AprilS, 2013, which is 30 days from the date of this Jetter: 

• Verification that you have sought closed captioning assistance (e.g., funding, services) 
from your video programming distributor, including the extent to which such 
assistance has been provided or rejected (see TIP #3 on accompanying information 
sheet); 

• Verification that you have sought additional sponsorship sources or other sources of 
revenue for captioning, and that, even if these efforts have not successfully produced 
assistance, you do not otherwise have the means to provide captioning for the 
program(s)(see TIP #3 on accompanying information sheet); 

• Information on the type of your operation(s) and the impact that providing captions 
would have on your programming activities, for example, the extent to which your 
programming might not be shown if you are required to provide captions; and 

• An affidavit (i.e., a written sworn statement made under oath before an official 
attesting to the truthfulness and accuracy of the material in your petition) or a 
signature made under penalty of peljury. 

You also may provide any additional information that you deem relevant to an exemption 
determination, as well as any alternatives that could be a reasonable substitute for the closed 
captioning requirement. Please note that all supplemental information must be accompanied by an 
affidavit (i.e., a written sworn statement made under oath before an official attesting to the 
truthfulness and accuracy of the material in your petition) or be signed under penalty of perjury. If 
you do not file the additional information by AprilS, 2013, or the information that you provide is 
still deficient, your petition will be dismissed without prejudice tore-filing on June 4, 2013, and you 
will be required to begin providing closed captioning for the above-referenced programming on June 
s, 2013. 

If you decide to supplement your petition, your petition, as well as any supporting financial 
information provided, will be available for public inspection. If your petition contains confidential 
information, the FCC's rules provide a way for you to request "confidential treatment," while still 
providing enough information on a second version of your petition, so that the public can understand 
the basis for your exemption request and comment on its merits. See TIP #4 on the accompanying 
information sheet for more information on how to seek confidential treatment. 

For your convenience, we have enclosed additional information that may help you better 
understand how the FCC processes individual requests for captioning exemptions. If you have 
additional questions pertaining to the filing of an exemption request, please contact the FCC's 
Disability Rights Office at captioningexemption@fcc.gov. 

Enclosure 

Roger Holberg, Attorney 
Disability Rights Office 
Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau 
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