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March 29, 2013

Via Electronic Filing

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC  20554

Re: Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum 
Through Incentive Auctions
GN Docket No. 12-268 – Ex Parte Notice

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On March 27, 2013, representatives of Sprint Nextel Corporation (“Sprint”) met 
with Federal Communications Commission staff members regarding the above-
referenced proceeding.  A complete list of the individuals participating in the meeting is 
attached as Exhibit 1.  During the meeting, the Sprint representatives described the 
distinct advantages offered by a 600 MHz mobile allocation and band plan relying on 
Time-Division Duplexing (TDD) technology.  The points made by Sprint during the 
meeting are summarized in the attached slide presentation, copies of which were 
distributed during the meeting.  The advantages of relying on TDD technology to
establish an effective 600 MHz band plan are also described in detail in Sprint’s 
comments and reply comments in this proceeding.1

In a separate meeting on March 27, 2013, Stephen Bye, Lawrence Krevor, and 
Richard Engelman of Sprint met with Renee Gregory, Legal Advisor to Chairman 
Genachowski.  During the meeting, the Sprint representatives again discussed the 
benefits of relying on TDD technology for the 600 MHz band plan.  

                                                
1 Sprint Comments, GN Docket No. 12-268, at 17-26 (Jan. 25, 2013); Sprint Reply 
Comments, GN Docket No. 12-268, at 15-18 (March 12, 2013).
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Pursuant to section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules,2 this letter is being 
submitted for inclusion in the public record of the above-referenced proceedings.  

Sincerely,

/s/ Charles W. Logan
Charles W. Logan

Attachment

cc: FCC staff listed on Exhibit 1 

                                                
2 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b).



Exhibit 1

Meeting Participants

Sprint Nextel Corporation

Stephen J. Bye, Chief Technology Officer and Senior Vice President of Technology 
Development and Corporate Strategy

Lawrence R. Krevor, Vice President, Legal and Government Affairs – Spectrum
Patricia Tikkala, Vice President, Spectrum Management
Richard B. Engelman, Director, Legal and Government Affairs
Rafi Martina, Counsel, Legal and Government Affairs
Regina M. Keeney, Lawler, Metzger, Keeney & Logan, LLC, Counsel to Sprint
Charles W. Logan, Lawler, Metzger, Keeney & Logan, LLC, Counsel to Sprint

FCC

Incentive Auction Task Force
Gary Epstein

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Jessica Almond
Nese Guendelsberger
A.J. Glusman
Chris Helzer
Kathryn Hinton
Sasha Javid
John Leibovitz
Madelaine Maior
Blaise Scinto
Thuy Tran

Office of Engineeirng & Technology
Matthew Hussey
Alan Stillwell
Robert Weller

Office of Strategic Planning & Policy 
Analysis
Evan Kwerel
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A case for TDD-LTE in 600MHz

“The 7 most expensive words in business are: 
“We have always done it that way!”*
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*Catherine DeVrye
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Principles
Sprint TDD 
Proposal

FDD (with SDL) FDD

Simple band plan X X

Maximize opportunity X X

Efficient spectrum use X

Voluntary for broadcasters

Variable market allocations X X

Minimize repacking X X

Incumbent flexibility X X

Greenfield approach (NA)

Device tech. complexity X X

Intra-band interoperability X X

Global ecosystem scale X
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Considerations
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Claims
Real operational 

experience

Multiple operators using TDD
(network sync and UL:DL)

Interference and guard 
bands required with no 

coordination

Coordination is 
necessary and feasible

(costs exaggerated)

Link budget and
cell edge data rates

FDD advantage
In theory correct – need

to consider practical
deployment and usage

Harmonic interference Impact on PCS/2.5GHz Mitigation options

Valuation differences FDD >> TDD Low Frequency >> High

Advanced features FDD advantage
Incorrect

TDD feature parity

Mixed mode FDD and TDD FDD advantage
Mixed mode terminals 
exist with TDD-FDD

Challenging band reconfigurations 
(e.g. 2.5GHz BRS/EBS example)

Advocates for FDD
(e.g. Band 7/38)

Practical experience led 
to adoption of TDD and 

Band 41


