
In short, I fully support the proposed change regarding expletives and fleeting cases of nudity.

 

For too long, our airwaves have maintained a deeply puritanical set of beliefs that prevention is the

best method of protection. Under this mentality, by not hearing a curse word, children will not learn it

and will not use it. Conversely, we are led to believe that swears used in television shows will further

promote those words, subsequently unraveling decorum within our society. This type of standard is

egregiously divorced from reality. I ask you: what were the past deleterious effects of allowing terms

like "shit," "ass," and even "bitch" to appear in basic cable and/or non-cable television shows?

 

Organizations like the American Family Association would have us believe that the end is nigh, but

the reality is that these words exist in movies, in theater, on the internet, and, most importantly, in

every day life. The same can be said for fleeting instances of nudity. Maintaining our harsh ban on

such concepts is inherently misguided, akin (if you'll pardon my art-based reference) to

"Voldemort"ing them. In the Harry Potter books, even saying the name Voldemort was so taboo that

people created euphemisms to project the same point. That is where we are with things like the f-

word in terms of our TV and radio. Censoring the occasional f-word is absurd, while censoring a

swear-based tirade makes perfect and justifiable sense.

 

I encourage you, our governing body, to not be swayed by the vocal and highly conservative minority

in our country. This group and those like it have already argued that television shows even remotely

promoting the normalcy of gay and lesbian families are over the line. Their beliefs are based on

religious scripture which do not, I repeat do NOT, belong as a main influence in our legal system --

the voice of the people, removed from "moral" indignation, does.

 

The FCC undoubtedly realizes that the proposed change is warranted. Rather than crumble to the

pressure of groups that would like to Voldemort a nipple or claim an f-bomb is the equivalent of

Hiroshima (while still using such words in their homes), I urge you to enact the proposed change in

efforts to further show how truly misguided our current policies are. I look forward to you making the

right decision.


