
Motion Picture Association of America film rating system uses the term ?General Audience? to

denote movies that are appropriate for all ages.  Children have not yet developed the skills to

understand the moral and legal consequences of their actions.  Instead they rely on observing and

emulating what they observe around them to govern their behavior.  The law holds children to a lower

legal standard in recognition of these realities.  If we were able to tie criminal behavior of minors to

the shows they watch, the victims should be able to sue broadcasters.  Since we can not reasonably

do this, we have an externality that can only be rectified by holding broadcasters to a high moral and

legal standard in what they broadcast to the general public.


