
The FCC plays an important role in regulating the technical aspects of radio and television, but should

have no place in regulating the content being broadcasted. They were written to be intentionally

vague, meaning each communityâ€™s definition of indecency is different. This leads to the arbitrary

enforcement weâ€™ve seen in recent years.

 

Similarly, these loosely written guidelines create a chilling effect over everything that is broadcasted

on the public airwaves. Broadcasters are forced to self-censor everything even slightly controversial,

employees are fired over small mistakes, and local media outlets are fined out of existence due to

these regulations. Most of the time, these fines or license revocations are due to accidents! Your local

television station or NPR affiliate was not shut down because they wanted to pipe hardcore porn

directly into your childrenâ€™s ears as they walk off the school bus. I promise.

 

The worst part is that we, as Americans, miss out on content that we could be getting for free. The

writing, broadcasting, and acting talent moves to outlets where the FCC does not regulate

contentâ€”cable, satellite radio, the internet, etc. Unfortunately, these outlets are not free, nor are

they obligated to serve the community you live in.

 

We should always remember that it is ultimately up to parents to decide what their children watch on

television or listen to on the radio. It is not, nor has it ever been the governmentâ€™s job to decide

what kind of content we are allowed to consume. It is our job as responsible citizens to make

decisions as to what content we feel is appropriate and what content we feel is offensive. Then, it is

our job to ensure we pass these ideas onto our children and enforcing these standards as necessary.

Watch what your kids are listening to and program your V-chip. The only person who controls what

your children are consuming is you.

 

When you fight for the indecency standards, you are fighting for government censorship of the media

you pay hard earned tax dollars to fund. Always remember that.

 

I urge the FCC to relax the indecency standards. It is time for broadcast television and radio to join

the ranks of cable television, satellite radio, and the Internet as a content neutral medium.


