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COMMENTS OF SHURE INCORPORATED 
 

 Shure Incorporated (“Shure”), by its undersigned counsel, hereby submits these 

comments on the request filed by Spectrum Bridge, Inc. on behalf of Meld Technologies, Inc. 

(“MeldTech”) for a waiver of the restriction on adjacent channel operation for fixed Television 

White Space devices (“TVWSD”).1  Shure is concerned about this request to circumvent the Part 

15 Rules for TVWSDs at such an early stage in their deployment.  The white spaces rules are the 

result of years of a multistakeholder debate, discussion, research, and testing and represent the 

contributions of many individuals and organizations.  A grant of the requested open-ended and 

general rule waiver, with little compelling justification and few meaningful parameters that limit 

the potential for interference, risks establishing a de facto amendment to the white spaces rules or 

reconsideration of the rules well after the time for reconsideration has passed.2  In either event, a 

waiver that effectively changes the way fixed white space devices may operate would be wholly 

                                                 
1 Office of Engineering and Technology Declares The Spectrum Bridge, Inc., and Meld Technologies, Inc. 

Request for Waiver of Sections 15.711(b)(2) and 15.711(b)(3)(ii) of the Rules to Be A “Permit-But-Disclose” 
Proceeding for Ex Parte Purposes and Requests Comments, Public Notice, ET Docket No. 13-81, DA 13-546 (rel. 
March 25, 2013) (“Public Notice”). 

2 See Unlicensed Operation in the TV Broadcast Bands, ET Docket No. 04-186, Additional Spectrum for 
Unlicensed Devices Below 900 MHz and in the 3 GHz Band, ET Docket No. 02-380, Second Memorandum Opinion 
and Order, 25 FCC Rcd 18661 (2010) (“2010 White Spaces Order”); Unlicensed Operation in the TV Broadcast 
Bands, ET Docket No. 04-186, Additional Spectrum for Unlicensed Devices Below 900 MHz and in the 3 GHz 
Band, ET Docket No. 02-380, Second Report and Order and Memorandum Opinion and Order, 23 FCC Rcd 16807 
(2008).    
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inconsistent with the requirements and principles of the notice and comment process and 

Administrative Procedures Act.  Shure cautions the Commission against granting a waiver that 

leads to this result.   

 When reviewing requests for waiver, the Commission may grant a waiver of any of its 

rules “for good cause shown.”3  The Commission may waive a rule where the specific facts make 

strict compliance with the rule inconsistent with the public interest.4  The Commission may also 

take into account considerations of hardship, equity, or more effective implementation of overall 

policy on an individual basis.5  Thus, the Commission may waive its rules only if special 

circumstances warrant such a waiver, and the waiver will serve the public interest.6    

 The Part 15 Rules that apply to Fixed White Space devices were published well in 

advance of the commercial release of the MT300 Pico Broadcaster (“OKVMT300”) as were the 

lists of channels for these devices to use from Spectrum Bridge and other White Space database 

administrators.  The lack of available white space in large metropolitan areas was also well 

documented in the public record for ET Docket No. 04-186.  Therefore, MeldTech’s request for 

waiver based on these conditions cannot be justified at this time. 

 In the Part 15 Rules, the Commission made it clear that professional installation, as 

generally defined by the Second Memorandum Opinion and Order, refers to installation by “an 

entity consisting of an individual or team of individuals with experience in installing radio 

communications equipment and that provides service on a fee basis.”7  MeldTech’s waiver 

request offered only a general statement that its equipment will be professionally installed.  

                                                 
3  47 C.F.R. § 1.3. 
4  Northeast Cellular Telephone Co. v. FCC, 897 F.2d 1164, 1166 (D.C. Cir. 1990). 
5  WAIT Radio v. FCC, 418 F.2d 1153, 1159 (D.C. Cir. 1969); Northeast Cellular, 897 F.2d at 1166. 
6  NetworkIP, LLC v. FCC, 548 F.3d 116, 125-128 (D.C. Cir. 2008); Northeast Cellular, 897 F.2d 

1164, 1166 (D.C. Cir. 1990). 
7  Spectrum Bridge Inc. Request for Temporary Waiver of Part 15 Rules for MeldTech Fixed TVWS 

Device, ET Docket No. 04-186, at 2 (rev. Feb. 25, 2013) (“Waiver Request”). 
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MeldTech states that “most applications are intended to be inside a commercial retail outlet like 

a ‘big box’ electronics store and would be located indoors.”8  The waiver request stops short of 

explaining how it will meet and enforce the professional installation requirement.  Operation of 

the MeldTech MT300 device as a Personal/Portable device without geolocation capability poses 

a risk of interference to wireless microphones and other authorized users of the UHF band.  

Therefore, Shure recommends that the Commission deny the waiver request.   

 Should it choose to grant the request, it is critical for the Commission to place the 

following conditions on the waiver: 

• MeldTech must be required to specify the name of the designated MeldTech person who 

will have overall responsibility for compliance and 24-hour contact information for that 

person.9  In addition, a specific party at Spectrum Bridge with 24 hour contact 

information must be identified in the event that an incumbent (e.g., a wireless 

microphone user) experiences interference.  This information should be made available in 

a publicly accessible filing at the FCC and must also be put on labels on the devices. 

• In the waiver request, MeldTech states that these devices “will not be offered to the 

general public.”10  MeldTech must specify the measures it will adopt to ensure 

compliance with this policy including certification by users made at the time of purchase.   

• MeldTech and Spectrum Bridge must be required to implement a process to monitor the 

distribution, placement and operation of the devices and maintain a public record of this 

information. Otherwise, a wireless microphone user experiencing interference would 

have no way of finding out whether a MeldTech device might be the cause.  If the 

                                                 
8  2010 White Spaces Order, at ¶ 150. 
9  The waiver request states that MeldTech will be responsible but does not provide any information 

regarding MeldTech or how the responsible party would be reached.  See Waiver Request at 2.   
10  Id.  
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devices are registered, a microphone user could call MeldTech or Spectrum Bridge to see 

if one of them is operating in the vicinity and identify the contact person. 

• Since the MeldTech MT300 device lacks an off switch, it should be installed such that 

the power supply can be easily disconnected by third parties, if necessary. 

• MeldTech and Spectrum Bridge should be required to advise the FCC of any incidences 

of interference that are brought to their attention. 

 Shure is primarily concerned about operation of these devices in locations where wireless 

microphones are likely to be in operation, such as hotels, entertainment complexes, theaters, 

auditoriums, broadcasting and movie studios, houses of worship, and theme parks.  Since the 

waiver request states that “most applications are intended to be inside a commercial retail outlet 

like a ‘big box’ electronics store and would be located indoors,” Shure recommends that the 

following conditions be attached to the waiver if it is granted.  

 The waiver request is for devices “to be manufactured and installed by MeldTech (FCC 

Identifier: OKVMT300) over the next twelve (12) months.”11  The Commission must 

establish requirements for the disposition of these devices after this time has passed; 

namely: 

o The MeldTech devices may not be operated after the expiration of the waiver.   

o The devices should be recovered by MeldTech at the conclusion of the 12 month 

period, and MeldTech should be required to modify the equipment to comply with 

the FCC Part 15 Rules, or replace the equipment with new devices that comply 

with those rules.   

 

                                                 
11  Waiver Request at 2. 
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• The device must be labeled with the statement that operation is proceeding under 

FCC authority which is due to expire on a specified date after which no party is 

permitted to operate such equipment absent FCC permission.  

• The Commission should not permit the manufacture or sale of any new non-

compliant devices beyond the expiration of the waiver.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ 
      
Catherine Wang 
Kimberly A. Lacey  
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Washington, DC 20006 
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