
I operate a small cable television service in rural Nevada, our costs have increased from not paying

for local channels to over $1.20 per channel per subscriber, this increase in price is not bearable by

us and ultimately by our customers.

 

The constant increases in prices by broadcast channels as well as the bundling by major media

companies is leading to lots of consumers cutting off all access to cable television and in our case

even broadcast TV as we dont have good access to broadcast television signals.

 

I urge the FCC to allow for more consumer choice by banning the network non-duplication and

syndicated exclusivity rules. This would allow in our case to have either Reno or Salt Lake Channels

for our customers and allow us to negotiate a better price by having both channels fight for our

business.

 

Additionally I would urge the commission to make it illegal for Media companies to have a bundled

price that is different than having ala carte pricing.  For example, not many of my customers watch

CNN, Fox News, CNBC or MSNBC, but I am forced to carry these channels otherwise I would lose

the channels such as TBS.  This is extortion.  In other countries, cable networks pay the distributors

to carry their networks, these same networks are using our revenues in the US to subsidize their

distribution in Europe and Asia, not fair


