
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 15, 2013 

 
 
BY ELECTRONIC AND HAND FILING 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re: Amendment of Section 73.622(b), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations (Memphis, 
Tennessee), Petition for Rulemaking, filed by WMC License 
Subsidiary, LLC (May 26, 2011) and GN Docket No. 12-268 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Raycom Media, Inc. (“Raycom”) writes to urge the Commission to promptly 
grant Raycom’s long-pending request to allow WMC, Memphis, Tennessee, to move from its 
low VHF channel to Channel 17.  As Raycom has explained to the Commission, the digital 
transition caused serious service disruptions for WMC’s viewers.1  Many viewers predicted to be 
served by WMC’s signal actually do not receive the signal, and WMC has been unable to fully 
address this problem through remedial measures such as increasing its power.  Permitting WMC 
to move from Channel 5 to Channel 17, as the station requested prior to the Media Bureau’s 
issuance of a freeze on the filing of additional such requests — and as expressly contemplated by 
the Spectrum Act — would permit the station to resolve ongoing service problems that have 
plagued the station’s viewers since the station commenced digital operations on its low VHF 
channel. 

Raycom writes here to express its deep concern about a development recently 
reported by Bonten Media Group, Inc., namely, the fact that television equipment manufacturers 
have stopped making transmitter and antenna equipment for low VHF television stations.2  
                                                 
1 Amendment of Section 73.622(b), Final DTV Table of Allotments, Television Broadcast 
Stations (Memphis, Tennessee), Petition for Rulemaking, filed by WMC License Subsidiary, 
LLC (May 26, 2011). 
2 See Letter of Bonten Media Group, Inc., to Marlene H. Dortch, FCC File No. BPRM-
20110526AJO and GN Docket No. 12-268 (May 8, 2013). 



 
 
 
 
 
Letters from manufacturers such as Harris Broadcast and Rohde & Schwarz, as well as Bonten’s 
discussions with other transmitter manufacturers, show that low VHF stations such as WMC will 
have no ready supply of transmitter equipment in the event of a transmitter failure.3  Moreover, 
Bonten reports a similar problem with respect to low VHF antenna equipment.  Notably, one of 
the major manufacturers of low VHF antennas, Dielectric, has announced that it is exiting the 
business next month.  The upshot is that WMC — and its viewers — are in a precarious position, 
one that will grow more precarious with time.   

If the Commission requires WMC to remain on its low VHF channel, not only 
will viewers continue to suffer from the substantial service losses that WMC already has 
explained, but there is a risk that the failure of, or damage to, any equipment could cause WMC 
to go dark for an extended period of time.  Replacing such equipment will be very expensive, 
and the design and manufacture of custom solutions will take months.  If WMC goes dark, nearly 
two million viewers will be harmed, as of course will WMC and Raycom.4 

Accordingly, Raycom urges the Commission to grant the long-pending request to 
allow WMC to move to Channel 17, a channel for which transmitter and antenna equipment is 
readily available off-the-shelf.  Grant of this request will avoid real and unnecessary hardship for 
viewers and for WMC. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eve Pogoriler 
Counsel for Raycom Media, Inc. 

cc:  Chairman Genachowski 
 Commissioner McDowell 
 Commissioner Clyburn 
 Commissioner Rosenworcel 
 Commissioner Pai 
 Erin A. McGrath 
 Dave Grimaldi 
 Alex Hoehn-Saric 
 Matthew Berry 
 William Lake, Media Bureau 
                                                 
3 See id. at 2 and Exhibits A and B.  WMC does not have a backup transmitter. 
4 The FCC predicts that WMC serves over 1.9 million viewers.  See Petition for Rulemaking at 3.  
As Raycom has explained, because of real-world difficulties in reception of WMC’s low VHF 
signal, the actual number of viewers that can receive the signal is smaller — and would be 
substantially increased if WMC could operate on Channel 17. 


