
 

 

Chairwoman Mignon Clyburn and/or incoming Chair Tom Wheeler; 
 

I urge you to deny the MPAA's request seeking waiver of Section 
76.1903 of the Commission's rules. This waiver would allow 
studios to engage in "selectable output control," or "SOC." SOC 
would let Hollywood decide remotely which outputs I could use on 
the cable box and recording devices in my home. The waiver 
would take freedom away from people using these devices, would 
restrict people using free (as in freedom) software like MythTV to 
make and watch recordings, and would set a dangerous 
precedent against the public's interest. 

People have a basic right to not be controlled by the technology 
they use. Hollywood and set-top box manufacturers already 
violate this right by imposing Digital Restrictions Management 
(DRM) and proprietary software on the public. If you granted the 
waiver, you would be giving them even more power to trample on 
our rights. 

Now that audio and video are a natural part of how people 
communicate, the ability to record, archive, share, and remix 
audio and video is essential to free speech, political debate and 
cultural participation. Hollywood and the MPAA are pushing these 
restrictions because they want a world where they are free to 
communicate with us, but where we cannot freely communicate 
with each other. The FCC represents the public, not Hollywood. 
Don't give them more power to restrict our freedom to use media 
or to participate in politics and culture. 

As I understand it, the FCC also considers things like 
convenience, affordability, and economic impact in making its 
decisions. Other people have presented you with persuasive 
evidence that SOC will needlessly inconvenience viewers, will 
unfairly require the purchase of new equipment in order to watch 
certain movies, and will raise the price of basic equipment. But 
these questions should not even be considered when the cost is 



 

 

the public's freedom. Even if Hollywood does find a cost-effective 
and convenient way to enforce these restrictions, they should still 
be rejected. 

I urge you to deny extension of Hollywood's waiver request which 
never should have been granted.  


