Friday, May 24", 2013

Before the Federal Communication Commission
Washington, DC. 20554

RE: Docket 13-53
Auction 902 Tribal Mobility Fund Phase 1

With respect to the comments filed by the Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of
Chippewa Indians, we wish to follow-up to address and expand on these concerns that
also apply to the Lac du Flambeau Lake Superior Band of Chippewa. The lack of carriers
willing to serve tribal lands reflects the differences in perspective between tribes, who
focus on the needs and necessity in the community and carriers; who primarily focus on
revenue. Tribal communities, such as ours, are looking to participate in order to provide
services such as telemedicine, coverage in all areas to ensure safety, educational

opportunities, economic development and opportunity,as well as emergency services.

Our population is dispersed throughout our ceded territory and beyond, with 50% of our
members residing outside reservation boundaries, primarily within our ceded territory.
We wish for consideration of addressing serving tribal communities in rural areas, and
not by population counts, which will result in many tribal communities being

underserved.

Also, carriers currently “serving” tribal territory,lack knowledge of tribal codes, laws,
bylaws, tribe’s sovereignty, and isolation.Tribal carriers understand tribal jurisdiction,
and truly understand the need to consult with Tribal Government leaders and meet
community needs. With these comments we feel this project is more a necessity than a

business.

The collaboration betweentelecom, professionals, tribal leaders, and tribal

apprenticeship program, the current tribal engineering study demonstrates a great need



for cell phone and broadband service in and around our ever growing communities, and
also a lack of service that has been reported as “coverage” by major carriers. This
further exemplifies the mis-reported information that further drives a lack of service in

rural tribal communities.

For example, there was anaccident in a “reported” covered area per the current
data map referenced for the tribal mobility fund. Due to no service in the area, a
passerby needed to wait for another vehicle to stop in order to leave to an area with
reception, which was a distance away from the scene.

Carriers now stating “available” are notorious for no service and dropped calls.
The above example is just one of a multitude of lack of service, and needs to be
addressed by allowing tribes to serve their own territories. With the tribe’s sovereign
status, it’s in the best interest for all for the tribe to provide broadband and superior cell

phone service in Lac Du Flambeau and its surrounding ceded territories.

With that being said, the position is to have the same level of communication services as
our closest neighbors, and to acquire the tribal mobility phase 1 funding. With this, the

tribe will better itself and all members, as well as non-members alike.
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