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Prison phone disconnect 
.~ 

J urn p in rates Wifl Jurther isoJate ,Michigan prisoners~~a:tl9 hit poor families hardest 
The contract is a sweet deal for · EXCESSIVE PHONE FEES. .· c~e;a Yari~ty of~ecuritr-re~.~g , . 

the phone company-:- and the de- ... ·· .. . · . . · · eqmpment, mcluding radios securi1jy 
•partfuent- but not for Michigan's NOT ONLY UNFAIRLY cameras andperson~10n · •. ·· · 
nearly 44,000 inmates, who rely on ·. . . . . . • deVFe'S. Still, USJDg tfie filiidto plug 
phone calls to stay connected to BURDEN LOW-INCOME lioles Ih theprison budget if! not what 
spouses, children, other fa:.'Ililymem- . · legislators had in mind. · 
}Jers and friends: Organizers can-. FA!VJILIES BUT ALSO Since 2008, Corrections approprf· 
.celed aplanne~ week-lorig ph~ne · . UNDERMINE THE RE-ENTRY ations bill,slmve included boilerplafu · 
boycott, but pnsoners1md thmr fairll~ .· . . . . . . . .· . .. . that reqwresthe department to keep 
lies are still steamed aboutthe rates. · "AND REHABILITATION prisoner phone rates comparable to • · 

"They're killing us," said Darryl · ·· · · . ·. ··· · · · · · ·· . ·. . . thos~ on the outside. Ita1so provides 
Woods, 39, an inmate at Rvan Cor- EFFORTS TRUMPETED BY . for special equipment costs, but.leg:; 
rectional Facility in Detroit. Woods · · ··· · · ·· · ··· ·· ···· · · · ·· '" · ·· iSia:tors.llKe~!Hi>~Havei11ah, R- · 

JEFFGERRm 

lll'!he Michigan Department of Cor
· I rections is trying .to lighten its · 
budget problems by putting them on 
the backs.ofprisoners and their fami
lies •. By nearly doubling prisoner 
phqrie .z:.ates,.,the.departrrient will 
collect f11:1J!.stim~tE!ciJ8 :million a year 
for.a•sp~!al~!Pnient:fund.-Anoth
erl:.lroilliPn.wlllgoJ;othephone. 
complmy.as an-administrative fee for 
collectiligThec:money:Talk abOut 

told me this week that higher r;tte8 . · .J!olla.rid, futenaed those for celL .. ··.·•· 
have cut phone calls amongf.E!.llow:. 'c• o:.;P!i~ne.l:!..eteQ.tiQRo!C9thi:!tphonif. ~~:.;. L .. ~.----·------
prisoners in half. . .. •c . .... .. . . . . . • ·'teliJ.ted SE)!.lJlrity.,equipment. . .. ··· . •·· 

easy.money. •.. . .... ·. . .. - ... ••J ~·~ 
~mt··ll!JM18e~' 
J~~Pf-~~ 
Michigat:l prisoners from 10 cents to 
18 cents a minute for prepaid debit 
~;;and from 12 cents to 20 cents a 
miriute for collect calls. Bottom line: 
The contract collects about 14 cents a 
minute .per call~ adding up to 
$llmillion a year -:-.for a special 
eq!iiprnent f\rnd that has nothing to 
do With the costnf providing tele
phone .service .. 

Wrtho~t special equipment 
charges, base telephone rates would 
drop to aboUt 4 cents a minute -
which is what inmates should pay. 
. The special equipment fund was set 

Paul Sa,ncyaf ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Prisoners at ,Ryan Correctional Facility in 
Detroit. Beginning' July J,,phonerates for 
Michigan prisoners increased from 10 
centsto 18 cents a minute for prepaid · 
debit calls, and from .l2 cents to 20 cents . 
a minute for collect calls. · 

up.td payfor telephone·related secu
.rity. equipment, such as phone mon
itoring.and cell phone detection. 
Now, however, prison officials say 
the department can tap .the special 
equipment fund for practically any 
security-related expense -a move, . 
that would possibly violate state law, 
or at least legislative mtent. 

With fewer visitingday3,high gas. gap.!s prisoner .pho11ei~tes:ane lowe!'• •:"';·''I.have some~()ncerns:abouiit;!: • .. 
prices and the rmnote location ot · thW1Jho~einsfu:rqup.dmg~~l3;·::•-::~sl!\dH~yefil:m;~h.@1n@~6f:t.lHrcs.uJ;FC:'7: 
many prisons, phone calls are espe, •. .· .said Russ Marian, administrator of '· ·· committee on corrections a:ppropria;. . 
cially important for keepiiig:famiiieg--·MDOC'sexecutivEn>ureau .. 'We~~t10ruC":::There?sapenefitJ;opm- -:---·· --~----~---· 
together,. · · · · ···- ·:derstandany in<!rease:wiJl·bij;un;:·- ··· ··• ;·on:er£!ilavirig-a:ccesstotheit f:uni""" 7 ~· 

Corrections is collecting data.on popular, but we think these new lies." · · · .· · . . · .. ·· 
prisoner phone use before and after.· rateS are fair and apptopria:te,"he . · >Haveman·toldme this weekhe 
the;rates went up. Lastyear,Michi- told me this week. "It's appropriate. would monit()rhow Corrections 
gan prisoners made 13 million phone • that tl:ley (inmates) pay for some spends the money: .. 
calls .-c- nearly 300 per inmate. equipment that will keep tpem and • ... Excessive phone .fees nqt orily • 

.Inmates typically earn less than $1 our staff safe." . unfairly burden 1i:l"~Y"income families i? 
a day at prison jobs. Most of the It's unclear how big a problem cell bUt also undermine the re-entry an~• 
money .for phone calls comes fr()tn phones pose fotpz:!son officials; rehabilitation efforts trumpeted .by. c 
families, either directly when in- .thoUgh a bill pendipg in the Legisla- the department. 'l'axpayers.shoilld 
•mates call collect or indirectty turE! woul.d make possessing Ul1aU0 not have to subsidiz.EJprisoner phon¢,_;. 
though prepaid debit calls. Prisoner.§ thorized cell.phones in prison a felo- •. calls, but neither should the state · • · 
in Michigan's 32 prisons can~t get ny. At least 2p contra~dcell. · make millions of dollars on the backs ; 
incoming calls; outgoing calls are phones were found in Michigan pris- of some of the state's poorest people." 
m?nitored. Calls cannot .exceed ]5 ons last y~' M.az'lan s,aid.. . I JEFF GERRITT IS A FR~E PRESS EDITORIAL WRITER 
mmutes. Corrections IS cons1der1ng usmg cONTACT HIM ATGERR~FREEPRESS.COM.OR · ·· 

Even with the recent hike, Michl· the special equipment fund to pur- 3J3.222'6585. · · · 
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