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Jump in rates w

[i én'Depé;rt'ment’ of Cor-
ns’ ]S trymg to hghten its

for co]lect calls. Bottom line:: :

The contract collects about 14 centsa
: rcall ~addingupto
‘a year —fora:special
1 t-fund that has nothing to
dowith the cost of prov1d1ng tele-

about4centsammute—— e

hi ‘what inmatesshould pay.
Th pec1al eqmpment fund was set..

The contract is a sweet dealfor"

“the phone company — and the de- -

artment — but not for Michigan’s -
early 44,000 inmates, whorely on
phone ealls to stay connected to :

:spouses, children, other family mem-

bers and friends; Organizers can-

i+celeda planned week- long pho!

- boycott, but prisoners-and their fami-

s - Filepho o by Pau S
Prisoners:at Ryan'Correctional Facility m

- Detroit, Beginning July 1,;phone rates for-

Michigan prisoners increased from10 -
cents to 18 cents a-minute for.prepaid.. -

= debit-calls, and from 12 cents to 20 cent
a mmute for-collect calls, -~ :

Vo to pay: for telephone—related Secu-
1z rity-equipment; such-as.;phone mon-

- Itoring and cell phone detection:

- :.Now, however; prison officials say

:-the department can'tap the special -~

equipment fund for practically any

‘security-related expense — amove:.. -
that would possibly violate state law,

atleast legislative nf

lies are still: steamed about the rate
~“They're killing us;” said Darryl
Woods, 39, an-inmate at Ryan Cor-
rectional Facility in Detroit. Woods
1d me this week that highe:
ve.cut phone calls amon,
prisoners in half.

- With fewer v151tmg day high:gas:. .

~prices and theremote location of

* -manyprisons, phone calls

- =ciallyimportant for keepir
together. - = - y

Corrections is collecting. data on

prisoner phone use before and after:

e rates wentup. Last year; Michi-

an prisoners made 13 million phone ; .

alls — nearly 300 per inmate:::

Tadios, secur

Lpers al* mtectiqul_

.- Inmates typically-earn less than'gl j C

. aday at prison jobs. Mostof the

‘money:for:phone-calls comes from-
families, either directly when in--

. smates'eall-colléct orindirectly.

though prepaid debit calls: Pnsoners o

:-in Michigan's 32 prisons.can’t get .
- incoming calls; outgoing calls are’ -

‘monitored: Calls cazmot exceed15
‘minutes.
Even with the recent hlke Michi

“ons last year, Marlan said.
~ Corrections is considering using -
the special equipment fund to pur-

‘ e pnsoner phon

calls but nelther should the state




