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REPLY COMMENTS OF MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS, INC. 

Motorola Solutions, Inc. (“MSI”) hereby replies to Comments submitted in response to 

the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking1 in the proceeding launched by the Federal Communications 

Commission (“Commission”) to implement certain provisions of the Middle Class Tax Relief 

and Job Creation Act of 2012 (“Spectrum Act”).2   

The Notice seeks to harmonize under Part 90 the technical and operational rules 

applicable to the previously allocated public safety broadband spectrum and the 700 MHz D 

Block, which was previously allocated for commercial use.3  In addition to merging the relevant 

Part 27 and Part 90 rules, the Notice seeks comment on whether the Commission should modify 

certain technical provisions for the combined public safety broadband spectrum.  The Notice also 

                                                 
1  See Implementing Public Safety Broadband Provisions of the Middle Class Tax Relief 
and Job Creation Act of 2012, Implementing a Nationwide, Broadband, Interoperable Public 
Safety Network in the 700 MHz Band, Service Rules for the 698-746, 747-762 and 777-792 
MHz Bands, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, PS Docket Nos. 12-94, 06-229, WT Docket No. 
06-150, 28 FCC Rcd 2715 (2013) (“Notice”).   
2  Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, Pub. L. No. 112-96, 126 Stat. 156 
(2012) (“Spectrum Act”).   
3  See Notice at Section III.A. 
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seeks comment on how the Commission should exercise its statutory obligation to review 

FirstNet’s performance to determine whether it should qualify for renewal at the expiration of its 

initial license term.4  Finally, the Notice discusses the need to transition existing incumbent 

licensees in order to provide unencumbered spectrum for FirstNet’s deployment of the 

nationwide public safety broadband system.5   

MSI filed comments supporting the Commission’s proposals to bring the D Block 

spectrum under Part 90 of the rules while offering several recommendations on appropriate 

changes to the technical and operational rules in order to enable more efficient and effective use 

of the available spectrum.6  MSI also urged the Commission to exercise its statutory obligations 

to oversee FirstNet’s performance by establishing construction and performance benchmarks for 

FirstNet.  Finally, MSI stated that in order to help facilitate the clearing of the broadband 

spectrum, the relocation costs of legacy 700 MHz narrowband licensees should be considered an 

eligible expense of FirstNet’s broadband deployment. 

There is little controversy in the record on harmonizing and integrating under Part 90 the 

rules applicable to the former Upper 700 MHz D block.  Commenters in addition to MSI 

generally support the proposals in the Notice concerning power and antenna height limits, 

emissions limits, power flux density limits and coordination requirements.7  Of particular note, 

APCO joined MSI in recommending a speedy resolution of issues that would allow the 

Commission to restart the equipment certification process for 700 MHz public safety 

                                                 
4  Id. at Section III.B. 
5  Id. at Section III.C. 
6  Comments of Motorola Solutions Inc., PS Docket No. 12-94, filed May 24, 2013 (“MSI 
Comments”).   
7  See e.g., Comments of AT&T Services Inc. at 4-6 (“Comments of AT&T”); Comments 
of Ericsson at 3-6; Comments of Alcatel-Lucent at 2; Comments of Harris Corporation at 13-17.  
Unless otherwise noted, all comments were filed in PS Docket No. 12-94 on May 24, 2013.   
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equipment.8  To this end, MSI agrees with APCO’s recommendation that the Commission 

consider first adopting an initial order that focuses solely on this matter to avoid further 

interruptions in the development of equipment necessary for the nationwide public safety 

broadband network operations.9 

AT&T recommended that the Commission adopt in Part 90 of its rules a general 

provision establishing that the public safety broadband technical service rules are designed to 

achieve consistency with commercial standards.10  AT&T avers that this provision would “serve 

to fill any unintended gaps in the other rules, provide important context for construing any 

ambiguities in the other rules, and plainly place the Commission in step with the mission of other 

government entities charged with implementing the Public Safety Spectrum Act.”11  

MSI urges the Commission to reject AT&T’s recommendation.  While there is no dispute 

that the public safety broadband network must be based on commercial LTE standards and that 

manufacturers will achieve significant economies of scale by leveraging commercial 

technologies, the public safety broadband network and the associated user devices will at times 

need to deviate from commercial standards in order to provide the specialized features and 

services that are necessary for public safety to meet its operational needs.  AT&T’s proposed 

language is neither dispositive nor enforceable but may hinder FirstNet’s ability to promote the 

development and use of public safety applications and devices that do not conform precisely to 

commercial standards.  For these reasons, the Commission should reject AT&T’s proposed rule.   

                                                 
8  Comments of APCO at 4. 
9  Id. 
10  Comments of AT&T at 6.   
11  Id. 
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Finally, MSI fully agrees with the recommendation of the National Public Safety 

Telecommunications Council (“NPSTC”) that the Commission, FirstNet and NTIA work 

together to determine that the cost of relocating narrowband 700 MHz systems from the 

broadband spectrum is an eligible expense under the broadband deployment funds provided to 

FirstNet.12  MSI agrees with NPSTC that the continued presence of narrowband systems in the 

broadband spectrum will constrain broadband deployment and, therefore, it is necessary for 

FirstNet to relocate these narrowband systems as part of the broadband deployments. 13  As such, 

the cost of relocation should be an eligible expense covered under the broadband deployment 

funding.  

MSI urges the Commission to resolve these matters as soon as practical.   
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12  Comments of NPSTC at 4, 5. 
13  Id.  


