
Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

         
In the Matter of
                                                                                                                   

MD Docket No. 13-140
MD Docket No. 12-201
 MD Docket No. 08-65

Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees     )
for Fiscal Year 2013                                                 )
                                                                                   )
Procedures for Assessment and Collection of        )
Regulatory Fees Assessment and Collection          )                    
of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 2008                )

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING AND
FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (IRFA) Response

I

YOUR PETITONER, MARTIN D. WADE, PO BOX 16, GALLIANO, 
LA 70354 HOLDS AMATEUR CALLSIGN N5PZJ AND IS ALSO A 
LICENSEE IN THE GENERAL MOBILE RADIO SERVICE (GMRS) 
CALL WQLD539.  COMING BEFORE THE COMMISSION WITH 
THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS CONCERNING ITEMS WHICH 
AFFECT  THE GENERAL MOBILE RADIO SERVICE (GMRS), ITS 
RULES UNDER CFR47 PART95 AND THE FEE SCHEDULE 
COVERING GMRS EQUIPMENT, LICENSEES AND STATIONS.  

II

Your petitioner herein, Martin D. Wade would like to refer to that 
proceeding issued in 2010 by the Commission styled NPRM FCC 
#10-119 which cover the questions herein contained.   A Comment was 
filed in that instant NPRM by Myself, Martin D. Wade and filed on the 



Date of 06th Day of July, 2010 which has some positions I have changed1 

which is the elimination of the licensing fee.

III

As required by the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA),2 the Commission shall note this 
response comes under the  Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (IRFA) of the possible 
significant economic impact on small entities by the policies and rules proposed in this 
Notice of Proposed  Rulemaking (FY 2013 NPRM) and Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (FNPRM) (collectively, “Notice”). Written comments given concerning the 
General Mobile radio Service (GMRS) are covered by this IRFA.  These Comments are 
identified as responses to the  IRFA and shall be filed by the deadline for comments on 
this Notice. The commenter, Martin D. Wade respectfully asks the commission to please 
send a copy of  the Notice, including the IRFA, to the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the 
Small Business Administration  (SBA).3 In addition, the Notice and IRFA (or summaries 
thereof) will be or may be published in the Federal Register.4

IV
BACKGROUND

GMRS5 has been around since the late 1940’s when it was then called Class A Citizen’s 
Band Radio and is now the General Mobile Radio Service or GMRS which share seven 
(7) channels with the FRS6 or Family Radio Service.  GMRS has Fifteen (15) channels 
open to the service.  All the channels are located in 462-465 Mhz Spectrum.  

V
QUESTION ON MD DOCKET #13-140

1    NPRM 10-119 on the Commission docket covers General Mobile Radio Service or 
GMRS as it is known by its abbreviation . 

2    5 U.S.C. § 603. The RFA, 5 U.S.C. §§ 601-612 has been amended by the Small 
Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996 (SBREFA), Pub. L. No. 104-121, 
Title II, 110 Stat. 847 (1996).

3   5 U.S.C. § 603(a).

4   Id.

5  GMRS is covered under CFR 47 Part 95 also.

6  FRS or Family Radio Service is limited to 1/2 Watt Power is found in CFR 47 PART 
95 also. 



The question asked in MD Docket #13-140 was framed and is quoted as follows, 
to-wit:

4. The FNPRM seeks comment concerning adoption and implementation of 
proposals for FY 2014 and beyond, which include:

(3) eliminating the regulatory fee component pertaining to General Mobile 
              Radio Service.  

ANSWER:
The elimination of the regulatory fee component on (GMRS) General Mobile Radio 
Service  would not create a fiscal hardship on the Commission since it is estimated by 
myself that literally several Hundred Thousand units have been sold in the USA and very 
few have been properly licensed since in my area7  with only Ten Percent of the 
Households in my area owning a GMRS/FRS Hybrid set results in less than a 2% 
compliance rule with the GMRS Licensing rule using my locality as a sampling point.

The elimination of the Fee and moving the GMRS to a “Licensed by Rule” entity with 
further rule study opened on Part 95 Services revisited since Repeater Operations, Power 
levels and the general operations point to a more hobby/casual radio use which is the 
traffic heard over local channels.   This further rule study should address the weightier 
issues which are not a Germaine part of this FNRPM.   GMRS Operations are seeming to 
be a duplicate of the Amateur Radio Service which has allocations at 420-450 Mhz which 
are similar in nature and use as personal communications service.  The few commercial 
users could be accommodated by giving the commercial entities a preference on Part 90 
Operations with a sunset provision to cover costs. 

Elimination of the FEE  and moving GMRS to a “LICENSED BY RULE” service would 
simplify Commission requirements, be in the public interest and necessity to conserve 
scarce Commission resources. 

Respectfully,

Martin D. Wade
PO Box 16
Galliano,  LA 70354

7  In Galliano, LA 70354, there are shown (2) Two Active Licensees, your commenter 
and One other, based upon the  fact there are at least 2000 residents, as per 2010 census, 
this means there are only 1 licensee per thousand  persons.    On a national average this 
points to a very low compliance ratio.


