
I. The FCC's Overall Direction in Docket GN 13-86 Needs to Be More 
Balanced 

 
The Public Notice on this Docket said, in part, that "Chairman Genachowski instructed 
the Commission Staff to commence a review of the Commission's broadcast indecency 
policies and enforcement to be sure they are fully consistent with vital First Amendment 
principles." 
 
The Commission's overall policy on broadcast indecency must NOT focus only on First 
Amendment principles, but also on concerns Congress has has expressed in law about the 
effect of sexual material on television on children. See the Telecommunications Act of 
1996, Title V, Subtitle B, Section 551: 
(a)” Findings - Congress makes the following findings ................ (6) Studies indicate that 
children are affected by the pervasiveness and casual treatment of sexual material on 
television eroding the ability of parents to develop responsible attitudes and behavior in 
their children." 
Therefore, any changes in the Commission's indecency policy must reflect the above 
mentioned Congressional findings, and strike a balance between the First Amendment 
and the protection of children. 
 
II. Few Results Seem to Have Been Generated So Far by the Enforcement Bureau's 
Focus on "Egregious Cases" For the Last 10 Months 
 
Over the last 20 years there has been an on-going series of Congressional Indecency 
Laws, FCC Rules and Court Decisions on Indecency. Because of this, one has to be 
somewhat sympathetic with the Enforcement Bureau's job of enforcing constantly 
changing indecency rules. 
But in September 2012, according to the Public Notice in this Docket, the FCC Chairman 
directed the Enforcement Bureau to focus on the egregious indecency complaints. 
Reviewing the NALs and other enforcement actions shown on the Enforcement Bureau's 
web site since January 1, 2013 - one sees that few, if any, of these actions appear to 
relate to indecency complaints - even thought there are a large number of indecency 
complaints to consider. 
 
Given the inability of the FCC to deliver on "investigating "egregious indecency 
complaints" - further flexibility on nudity and fleeting expletives is not in order. 
 
III. The Enforcement Bureau and the FCC Should Provide Better Public Process 
Tracking of Indecency Complaints, and More Focus on Indecency Issues in Its 
Annual Reports to Congress. 
 
The Commission Staff makes regular reports, that are posted on the FCC web site, about 
the number of complaints the Commission receives in various areas, and the Enforcement 
Bureau shows the NALs and other enforcement actions taken on a wide variety of subject 
such as antenna lighting, Life Line violations, failure to maintain inspection files, 
unauthorized devices, et al. However, there does not seem to be an overall report, 



available via the web, that focuses only on indecency complaints as they go through the 
entire Commission process. This is needed to be sure that America's children are being 
protected and to address Congressional findings outlined above about sexual material on 
television. 
 
The Commission's Annual Reports to Congress each year need to focus specifically on 
what has been done in the last 12 months on indecency. Currently, it is difficult to find 
any material on the actions taken in this area to protect children from indecent material. 
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