
Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of 

Request for Waiver ofWMATA 

) 
) 
) 

PS Docket 13-87 

Pursuant to §1.925 of the Commission's rules, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority ("WMATA") hereby requests a waiver of §90.531(b)(2) of the Commission's rules 

and such other such rules as necessary to allow WMA TA the right to apply for and obtain 

licenses for 11 of the 700-MHz narrowband reserve channels identified in §90.531 (b)(2). 

As stated in more detail in its Comments ofJune 18, 2013 in Docket 13-87, incorporated 

here by reference, WMA T A was already in advanced stages of planning and procuring a new 

radio system operating in the T -band when the Public Safety Spectrum Act was enacted. 1 With 

the prospect of being forced to relocate to a different band, possibly before the new system had 

been fully depreciated, and uncertainty regarding reimbursement for the costs associated with 

relocation, we deemed it in WMA TA's best interests to pursue alternative spectrum immediately. 

The congested state of VHF and UHF frequency bands in the D. C. metropolitan area 

eliminated them from consideration. The 800-MHz band is fully utilized by public-safety 

agencies in and around D. C. The only band which is not fully utilized in the region is the 700-

MHz band, but even it is being used extensively by some entities, especially in Maryland but 

also in Virginia and D. C. 

1 Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of2012, Pub. L. No. 112-96, 126 Stat. 156 (2012). 
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WMA T A has discussed the possibilities of using channels designated for state licensees2 

with representatives from D. C.) Maryland and Virginia. However, these three are making 

extensive use of the 96 state channels for their own communications) and no formal agreement 

has been reached. Such an agreement would also possibly require Commission approval at a 

later date. 

WMA T A is also considering the possibility of licensing general use channels3 for the 

proposed radio system. However, because channels were not pre-allotted over such a large 

service area, and because many agencies are now licensed in the band, coordination of channels 

may take several years, and may not ultimately be accomplished. With the uncertainty 

surrounding our efforts to license other channels in the 700-MHz band, the reserved channels 

appear to be a reasonable, unencumbered resource to meet WMA TA)s spectrum needs. 

The proposed system would be a Project 25 Phase 2 system, so only 11 channels would 

be required to meet the capacity level ofWMATA's existing radio system. The proposed system 

would serve the public safety and other users within WMAT A. WMA T A is also prepared to 

offer this system and work with other public-safety agencies in the National Capital Region 

("NCR") to use the system as an emergency interoperability overlay for the region. 

If the Commission changes the rules regarding the reserved channels4 or grants this 

waiver request) WMATA will work with the Region 20 700-MHz Regional Planning Committee, 

the State of Maryland, the Commonwealth of Virginia and the District of Columbia to identify 

2 See47 CFR §90.53 1(b)(5). 

3 See 47 CFR §90.531(b)(6). 

4 NPRM, Docket 13-87, ~ 120. 
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which 11 channels out of the 24 identified in §90.53 1 (b )(2) should be implemented in the 

system. 

Section 1.925 of the Commission's rules states that a waiver may be granted if it can be 

shown that: 

(i) The underlying purpose of the rule(s) would not be served or would be frustrated by 

application to the instant case, and that a grant of the requested waiver would be in the 

public interest; or 

(ii) In view of unique or unusual factual circumstances of the instant case, application of 

the rule(s) would be inequitable, unduly burdensome or contrary to the public interest, or 

the applicant has no reasonable alternative. 

The implication in the designation of reserved channels is that they will be used for 

sufficiently important purposes not known at the time of the reservation. It would frustrate that 

purpose to refuse to take at least some of the channels out of reserve for WMATA's 

demonstrated critical purposes. We believe we have shown that a grant of this waiver would be 

in the public interest by meeting the ongoing public-safety communications needs of WMA T A, 

thus supporting the safety and security of the hundreds of thousands of passengers it serves every 

day. Further, grant of this waiver will improve interoperable communications among public

safety agencies in the NCR by providing a single communications system with coverage across 

most of the NCR. 

We also believe that WMATA has no reasonable alternative spectrum for implementation 

of the proposed system. The existing radio system is aging and must be replaced. State channels 

and general use channels may not be made available for several years, if ever. Until there is 
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consensus on preserving the T-Band channels, it is not a reliable option for the immediate needs 

ofWMATA. 

For these reasons, we respectfully request that the Commission grant a waiver of 

§90.531(b)(2) and other rules as necessary to allow WMATA to apply for and license 11 

designated reserve channels in the 700-MHz band. 

June 18, 2013 

Respectfully submitted, 

MarshallS. Epler 
Deputy Chief En ineer - COM and NET Systems 
Transit Infrastructure and Engineering Services 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
600 5th St, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
Office: 202-962-2164 


