
June 19, 2013
 
FILED IN ECFS 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 
Re: IB Docket No. 12-343; Sprint Nextel Corp. and SoftBank Corp., Joint Application 

for Consent to Transfer International and Domestic Authority 
 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

DISH Network Corporation (“DISH”) hereby notifies the Commission that, yesterday, 
the State of Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Minnesota PUC”) issued the attached 
Notice of Comment Period on Possible PUC Reconsideration of Approval of Transfer of Control 
of Sprint to Starburst II (“Notice”) (Exhibit 1).  The Notice invites comment on whether the 
Minnesota PUC should reconsider its approval of the proposed acquisition by SoftBank 
Corporation (“SoftBank”) of control over Sprint Nextel Corporation (“Sprint,” collectively with 
SoftBank, the “Applicants”), as requested by DISH in light of the changes the Applicants 
announced on June 11, 2013, to their proposed merger agreement.   

Comments on the Notice are due on July 8, 2013, and reply comments are due on July 18, 
2013.  In light of the Minnesota PUC’s schedule, as well as the agency’s rules, which generally 
require ten days’ notice before a matter may come before the agency, see Minn. R. 7829.2800, 
DISH expects that the earliest date on which the Minnesota PUC would decide whether to 
reconsider its approval would be August 1, 2013.   

The Notice was specifically issued in response to a letter dated June 14, 2013, filed with 
the Minnesota PUC by DISH (attached as Exhibit 2).  DISH’s letter requested reconsideration of 
the Minnesota PUC’s approval based on the same substantial amendments to the Sprint-
SoftBank agreement that DISH has raised with the Commission, including the reduction of 
SoftBank's capital infusion into Sprint from $8 billion to $5 billion, and the requirement that 
Sprint adopt a “poison pill” mechanism that hampers any other party from acquiring a substantial 
stake in Sprint on the open market.   

 

Pantelis Michalopoulos 
202 429 6494 
pmichalo@steptoe.com 

1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036-1795 
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Sincerely, 
 
  /s/   
 Pantelis Michalopoulos 
 Christopher Bjornson 
 Counsel for DISH Network Corporation 
 

cc: (By Electronic Mail) 
Kathleen Collins 

 Neil Dellar 
 Aaron Goldschmidt 
 David Krech 
 Wayne McKee 
 Paul Murray 
 Christopher Sova 

Best Copy and Printing, Inc. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit 1 
 

State of Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
 

Notice of Comment Period on Possible PUC Reconsideration of Approval of 
Transfer of Control of Sprint to Starburst II 
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 NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON POSSIBLE PUC 

RECONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF 

SPRINT TO STARBURST II   
Issued: June 18, 2013 

 

In the Matter of the Joint Petition by Sprint Communications Company, L.P. and 

Starburst II, Inc. for Approval of Indirect Transfer of Control of Sprint 

Communications Company L.P. to Starburst II, Inc. 

 

PUC Docket Number/s:  P466/PA-12-1289 

 

Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes July 8, 2013  

   Reply comment period closes July 18, 2013  

 

Topic/s Open for Comment:   

 What action should the Commission take regarding the letter filed by DISH Network 

Corporation (DISH) requesting the Commission to reconsider approval of the 

Sprint/Starburst II transaction? 

 

Project Background: On January 23, 2013, the Commission approved the transfer of control of 

Sprint to Starburst II.  On June 14, 2013, DISH filed a letter requesting the Commission to 

reconsider its approval of the Sprint/Starburst II transaction.  According to DISH, the companies 

have materially amended the merger agreements and that additional review is necessary before the 

transaction can be consummated.  DISH asks the Commission to direct parties to file an amended 

petition fully describing all changes in the terms of agreement and how they affect Minnesota. 

 

Full Case Record:  All documents filed in this docket are available on the Commission’s website at 

www.puc.state.mn.us, select “Search eDockets,” enter the year (12) and the docket number (1289), 

select “Search.” 

 

Subscribe to the Docket:  Receive notification when new documents are filed in this docket at 

www.puc.state.mn.us, select “Subscribe to a Docket,” and follow the prompts. 

 

Questions about Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, Lillian Brion, 

at 651-201-2216  or lillian.brion@state.mn.us. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Burl Haar, Executive Secretary 

http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
Mark
Mark O
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Change your mailing preferences:  E-mail consumer.puc@state.mn.us or call 651-296-0406. 

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio) by 

calling 651-296-0406 (voice).  Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us 

through Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529 or by dialing 711. 
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Exhibit 2 
 

Letter from DISH Network Corporation to State of Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, June 14, 2013 

 
 
 




















