
 

 

 
 
 June 28, 2013 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 

Re: Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers  
WC Docket No. 05-25 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On June 27, 2013, Steve Morris of the National Cable & Telecommunications 
Association, Jill Canfield of NTCA – The Rural Broadband Association, Ross Lieberman of the 
American Cable Association, and Joshua Guyan of Kelley Drye & Warren LLP (on behalf of 
ACA) (collectively the Associations), met with Rebekah Goodheart, Legal Advisor to 
Chairwoman Clyburn, and Travis Litman of the Wireline Competition Bureau (“Bureau”), to 
discuss the mandatory data request adopted by the Commission in the above-referenced 
proceeding. 

 
The Associations reiterated their significant concern regarding the overwhelming burden 

the data request will place on their member companies.  The views expressed were consistent 
with pleadings each association filed on April 15, 2013 in response to the Commission’s 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) notice.1  In those pleadings, the Associations explained (and 
supported with sworn affidavits from member company executives) that responding to the data 
request in its current form would require hundreds of hours of employee time for small 
companies and thousands of hours for larger companies. 

 
In the meeting, the Associations identified a number of questions that were particularly 

burdensome for companies that provide special access services, including A5 (Network Maps), 
A12-14 (Pricing Data), and A4 (Location Data, including location type), as well as companies 
that purchase special access services.  We explained that we had offered proposed modifications 
to the data request that would address these concerns while still providing the Commission with 
ample information to perform an analysis of the special access marketplace.2  We also explained 

                                                 
1    See Paperwork Reduction Act Comments of the American Cable Association, WC Docket No. 05-25 (filed April 

15, 2013); Comments of the National Cable & Telecommunications Association, WC Docket No. 05-25 (filed 
April 15, 2013); Letter from Michael Romano, Senior Vice President, Policy, NTCA – The Rural Broadband 
Association, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, WC Docket No. 05-25 
(filed April 16, 2013) (NTCA Comments).  

2    See Letter from Thomas Cohen, Counsel for ACA, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications 
Commission, WC Docket No. 05-25 (filed May 28, 2013); Letter from Steven F. Morris, NCTA, to Marlene H. 
Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, WC Docket No. 05-25 (filed Mar. 22, 2013); NTCA 
Comments at 7-12. 
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that we are seeking to work with the Bureau to affect changes to the data request that are within 
the Bureau’s authority and that the proposed modifications could be implemented by the Bureau 
pursuant to its delegated authority to “amend the data collection based on feedback received 
through the PRA process.”3 
 

The Associations expressed concern about the Commission’s lack of transparency since 
the PRA comments were filed on April 15.  Given the volume and magnitude of concerns 
identified in response to the PRA notice (by the Associations and by a number of other parties), 
the Associations recommended that the Wireline Competition Bureau publicly release any 
revisions to the data request, as well as any instructions that will accompany the data request, 
before the data request and instructions are submitted to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for final approval.  Specifically, we explained that providing all parties an opportunity to 
identify any remaining concerns (and the Commission an opportunity to address those concerns) 
before the collection is submitted to OMB might expedite the Commission’s ability to collect the 
data by reducing the need for a contested approval process at OMB. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Steven F. Morris 
 

Steven F. Morris 
 
cc:  Rebekah Goodheart 
 Travis Litman 

                                                 
3    Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers, WC Docket No. 05-25, Report and Order and Further 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 27 FCC Rcd 16318, 16340, ¶ 52 (2012).  To the extent the Commission 
concludes that modifications cannot be made by the Bureau pursuant to delegated authority, the Commission 
itself could adopt an order implementing the requested modifications.  The PRA process would be meaningless if 
the Commission could not amend its orders in response to concerns raised during that process. 


